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Celibacy as an option 

Is abstention a creative gift from God? 



Into action on AIDS, 
unfair trade, racism 
and the environment 
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One/ two, three alive 

An exciting new training programme for those working with young children is just one of the ways the Oxford Diocese is 
tackling the problem of keeping young children safe while still allowing them to grow through taking risks 



LETTING OFF STEAM after the blessing of Oxford's annual St Giles' Fair are choristers from St Giles' Church. The service at 7.45pm 
on Sunday, September 8 held as always on the Galloping Horses, was taken by Hugh Lee, Vicar of St Michael-at-the Northgate and 
attended by the Lord Mayor of Oxford, Gill Sanders.it included a 'hymn sandwich', using seven of the hymns the carousel organ ‘knew 1 
via its punched cards. Pictured in the foreground (left to right) are Zaki Aayate and Rupert Thomas and behind them are Wesley Xu 
and Arthur Thomas. St Giles' Church will be the venue for a Bring and sing Faure Requiem on 22 November organised by the Oxford 
branch of the Royal School of Church Music. Details are in the DOOR Post. The 2002 Bishop’s Awards to Choristers are on page 18 


HOW do we keep our chil- 
dren safe from abduction, 
abuse or harm yet allow them 
to grow by taking risks? 

The Diocese of Oxford is 
responding positively to this 
challenge with T23 Alive’, an 
exciting new training scheme 
to be launched in October. 
The programme will help 
those who work with children 
aged 0 to 1 1 to plan a creative 
programme to help children 
grow in faith. The safety of 
both child and helper is also 
covered in the course. 

123 Alive will run alongside 
‘Youth Work Essentials’, the 
current training programme 
for those working with young 
people whose sessions include 
communication and manage- 
ment, health and safety. 

The Diocese has done much 
to promote good practice in 
the recruitment of those work- 
ing with children says Jenny 
Hyson, the Diocesan 
Children’s Officer. Now 
through the launch of the 


Criminal Records Bureau they 
can take that process one step 
further and check all those 
who work with children 
against criminal records, she 
says. A new briefing pack 
Better Safe than Sorry Fart 3 - 
Applying for Disclosure from 
the Criminal Records Bureau 
has been sent out to all parish- 
es in the Diocese to help with 
the implementing of this 
important safeguard. 

‘Our Gospel is one of love 
and trust. Sadly, however, as 
the media are all too quick to 
disclose, the Church has not 
been exemplary in its behav- 
iour, and must, alongside the 
rest of society pursue every 
possible avenue to ensure the 
safety of those in its care, espe- 
cially children and young peo- 
ple,’ Jenny Hyson says. 

See page 18 
for more about 
123 Alive and 
Youth Work 
Essentials. 
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LAST Christmas, a family decided they wanted to go to church. 
Their first thought was to search on the Internet for a local church 
to find out the times of the services. They went to the one they 
found. This shows that the Internet can be a powerful resource 
for mission at Christmas when large numbers of people come to 
hear the Christian story. The Diocese of Oxford is promoting 
local churches and their Christmas services with 
ChristmasWorship.com (an official Diocese of Oxford website). 
We will be promoting the site across Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire with adverts on local radio, posters and stickers 
that can be put up in homes, cars and newsagents! We hope all 
churches in the Diocese will sign up for this FREE site. 

For more information visit www.christmasworship.com, 
e-mail webmaster@oxford.anglican.org or phone 01865 208284 
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Sharing Life 


j i i 

I sharing life I 


News 


in brief 


Living at the edge: Spiritual encounter i 


SHARING LIFE is not a prescriptive programme of what we should be doing, but rather a call to engage with the Lord of the 
Church and allow him to re-shape us, and reform us. In the autumn of last year Gill Poole, Area Co-ordinator for CMS and a member 
of St Nicholas, Marston, spent some time in study leave reflecting on the emerging Church. Over the next few months in this column 
Gill will join me in sharing stories from across the world, around this nation and from the Diocese - Chris Neal 


Reflect and engage 

On this page are three 
examples of the Christian 
Church engaging with a 
community or cultural 
situation and seeking to 
see God’s Kingdom come 
within them. The stories 
are not told for us to 
slavishly copy, rather they 
are told to encourage our 
imagination and to give 
us a new openness to 
God given possibilities 
within our own spheres 
of influence and living. 

1. Reflect on the three sto- 
ries and share what stands 
out for you. 

2. How do the stories 
challenge us to engage with 
our communities in new 
ways? 

3. Are we willing to engage 
in prayer across all the 
barriers and frontiers that 
we erect? 

4. All the stories for call 
for long-term commitment 
- what might that mean in 
our situation? 



Hallelujah Hallowe’en 

Bargoed Town Hall is nor- 
mally used for a Hallowe’en 
Party. Last year Diana Black 
and others booked the hall 
and ran a ‘Hallelujah Party’ 
using world church materials 
by Martyn Payne (CMS). 
‘The children had a fantastic 
time. They didn’t miss the 
Hallowe'en Party at all; they 
just want the fun. 

Spiritual E R 

This afternoon I went to the 
funeral of one of the kids 
who goes to the Boiler 
Room. Don’t know where 
he was with God, although 
I hope lots. He died of an 
overdose about two weeks 
ago. Sitting in a squat in 
central Reading he either 
took too much or took 
something which was too 
dodgy, don’t know. 


The funeral hit me for six, 
wasn’t expecting it to but it 
did. That stuff from 
Ecclesiastes kept ringing 
round my head ‘Everything is 
meaningless’. Lots of ques- 
tions going round my head: 
What’s the point of anything 
we’re doing? Which of these 
kids will it be in the coffin 
next? How do we know? 

I almost felt like the Boiler 
Room is some kind of spiri- 
tual ER, cases flooding in all 
the time. But it’s not is it? We 
can’t do prayer triage. We 
just have to take them one by 
one and then often they don’t 
want our help anyway. 

The odd thing is he was 
one of the more hopeful 
people I’ve got to know 
since we started this Boiler 
Room thing. He had a 
strong conscience; he stood 
up for others; he was 
intensely loyal. Yet his 


The sailing of the ark 

This is where faith begins, 

not during some religious palaver 

when our thoughts are on their Sunday best behaviour, 

but at a rubbish tip outside a city. Three figures 

approach a fourth, sitting alone, and the huge silence of 

the ancient world is pierced 

by Job’s unintelligible howl of pain, the cry 

of faithful ignorance, the unanswerable question 

‘Why have you forsaken me?’ hanging in the air 

for it’s answering echo, a thousand years later 

from another rubbish tip outside another city. This is 

the place of sacrifice to which we bring 

our most-cherished theories, caught like Isaac's ram 

in the impenetrable thicket of good and evil. 

© Godfrey Rust 1992 


SPACE FOR PRAYER 
Gracious Lord, we give you thanks 
for your confidence in us. 

For calling us at this time, each 
from our own fellowship and place 
of work; 

For showing us new possibilities of 
ministry for this new age; 

For daily revealing yourself to us 
here; and 

For your promise to be with us to 
the end of time; 

Gracious Lord, we give you thanks 
For the hope with which we can 
now face the future. Amen 

Based on extract from service of rededica- 
tion of ministers, India: from Procession of 
Prayers ed John Carden 


addiction was his downfall. 

Did we help at all? Did 
being at the Boiler Room 
these last nine months make 
* a lasting difference? The vicar 
at the funeral thought so. But 
today I feel more hopeless 
than I think I have since all 
this began, and yet I feel 
more determined than ever 
not to give up. Maybe it’s 
only one more prayer away. 
Maybe all we have left is to 
give our very lives. Maybe 
where we are, in the pain, 
maybe that’s where God’s 
voice is loudest. Maybe the 
place we’ve spent years trying 
to run away from is the very 
place God wants us to be.’ 

Andy (the abbot) Freeman 
The Reading Boiler Room had an area 
in the heart of the prayer house where 
people could pay their tributes to this 
young man, see a photo of him happy, 
pray, light candles and reflect. 

God v the drug barons 

At the end of the 1970’s the 
city of Cali in Columbia was 
in the hands of drug barons. 
They controlled every aspect 
of life. People lived in fear of 
terror and violence. 

In the midst of this situation 
a Christian minister Julio 
Riubal began to catch a 
vision of God’s people pray- 
ing for the community and 
for its transformation. He 
realised that Christians need 
to express a unity which 
crosses all barriers, and to be 
focussed and committed in 
their praying. 

This prayer life began and 
violence receded and the drug 
cartels were broken, but it 
took the murder of Julio to 
bring real unity amongst the 
Christians. Their covenant for 
unity continues to this day 
and the city is experiencing 
the transformation brought 
about by God’s Spirit, and 
the faithful praying of his 
people. 
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Remembering 9/1 1 


GREYFRIARS Church in 
Reading held a service of 
remembrance for those who 
suffered and died as a result of 
the events of September 11 
2001. Jane Griffiths MP and 
the Bishop of Reading were at 
the service and Caversham 
Road Fire Service laid a 
wreath to remember their fallen 


comrades in New York. 

St Michael and All Angels in 
Hughenden were also among 
the many churches in the 
Oxford Diocese who marked 
the anniversary of the destruc- 
tion of the twin towers in New 
York. They kept vigil from 
2pm and ending at 6.30pm 
with a short meditation. 


Earl of Shaftesbury's legacy 


THE Shaftesbury Society is 
holding a reception and sup- 
per at Englefield House, near 
Reading, by kind invitation of 
Sir William and Lady Benyon, 
to hear about their communi- 
ty work. The occasion is to 
commemorate the bicentenary 


of Shaftesbury’s first president, 
the 7th Earl of Shaftesbury, 
who fought against the social 
injustices of Victorian Britain. 
You can get details and tickets 
from The Shaftesbury Society 
on (020) 8239 5535 or 
nritchie@shaftesbury.org.uk 


Bishop says thank you 


THE Bishop of Oxford is cele- 
brating the Queen’s Jubilee year 
by saying ‘thank you’ on behalf 
of the Oxford Diocese to those 
who have given 50 years service 
(or thereabouts) to their parish. 
He has invited nearly 600 peo- 


ple to Christ Church, Oxford 
on Tuesday 1 and Wednesday 2 
October The programme starts 
with a tour of the Cathedral 
and College, followed by tea in 
The Great Hall. The afternoon 
ends with Evensong at 6pm. 


Celebrating National Gutters Day 


THE week 22-29 November 
has been designated the first 
ever National Maintenance 
Week. It is organised by SPAB 
and has the support of the 
Churches Conservation Trust, 
the Council for the Care of 
Churches and Ecclesiastical 
Insurance. Churches and 
property owners will be 
encouraged to do routine 


checks and clean out their gut- 
ters on 29 November, 
National Gutters Day. 

The aim of NMW is to raise 
awareness of the need to regu- 
larly maintain our buildings in 
order to avoid cosdy damage 
and decay. A downloadable 
maintenance guide will be 
available from 

iinvw.maintainyourbuildfrig.co.uk 


The Rhodes to Belize 


BOB Rhodes, former 
Diocesan Adviser for 
Licensed Lay Ministry and 
his wife Jill had their mission 
to Damascus cancelled but 
are now going to Belize with 


USPG. Bob will be Priest in 
Charge of St Andrew’s 
Anglican Church in San 
Ignacio, a small town of 
12,000 near the Guatemalan 
border. 


Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 


ICE IENTIRE CENTRE' "™*“ 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 

PU3L1C CAR PARK AT REAR 



please ring 
Sue Medcalf on: 



Hammond Organ 

El 00 Series 2 manual 

Leslie speaker, 145 Watts. 
1 owner - excellent 
condition. 

Suitable Church use 

Phone to discuss price 

<1643 703755 


BASIC COUNSELLING 
SKILLS COURSE 

Basic counselling skills correspondence course, 
constructive tutoring provided. 

If interested, please call: 

Mobile: 078551 72660 
or 0141 946 8551 

(from 9.15am onwards) 

Dip C.PC, Dip Soc Wk. CQSW 


mm 

Memorials & Cremation plaques 
Wide choice of designs 
All fypes of stone, marble & granite 
Renovations & additional inscriptions 
Prompt personal service 


ABINGDON 

(01235) 520617 - (01235) 528285 

FAX: (01235) 530739 
^ www.abingdon-stone.co.uk 

?61A OCK STREET. ABINGDON. OXON 


MA’ATC-DipAD'FACP 

Designer/Artist in Stained Glass 
CONSERVATOR AND RESTORATION SPECIALIST 
Telephone/Facsimile: 


COUNSELLING 

REV- HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 


St Thomas' Church, Beaconsfield 

is looking for 

Musician(s) 

who are committed Christians Ft comfortable with 
both modern and traditional styles of music: 

1) able to lead singing and develop a singing group. 

2) able to play organ/piano/keyboard. 

These posts may be combined. 

Pay in line with RSCM scales. 

Contact: Rev Richard Caddell, St Thomas' House, 
Mayflower Way, Beaconsfield, Bucks, HP9 1 UF 

Tel: 01494 672750 

ema|J:/ichard@sttho,ma^holt.freeserve.co.uk 


% 



October 18th - St Luke's Day 

Our Gift of Healing 

Free treatment 

St Luke’s is the clergy’s own hospital, 
founded just over 100 years ago to care 
for Anglican clergy and their dependent 
families at no cost to them. 

Today, one of London’s most up-to-date acute 
hospitals, St Luke’s continues this tradition, free care 
being extended also to Ordinands and their spouses, 
Monks and Nuns of the Anglican Communion, Church 
Army Officers, overseas Missionaries, and Priests from 
Anglican churches abroad. 

Stewardship 

St Luke’s is a wonderful example of Christian 
Stewardship in action, for the Hospital is supported 
largely by private individuals, mostly church members, 
and treatment is given by some 220 leading 
consultants, who work for no fee. 

St Luke’s provides for the laity as well, through its 
Healthcare Scheme by which lay church members can 
receive treatment at greatly reduced costs. The Hospital 
also runs Couples Counselling services and courses on 
the management of Stress. 

Can you help? 

There couldn’t be a better way of celebrating the Feast 
of St Luke the Physician than by a gift, or with a parish 
project, to support the Hospital in his name! 


Will you help us? 


. - § 


r 


n ^ W 1 • \ The Revd. Canon Paul Thomas, j 

St Luke s \ 

HOSPITAL FORTHE CLERGY 

1 Caring for those who care for others 

14 Fitzroy Square, London WIT 6AH 
Tel. 020 7388 4954. Fax. 020 7383 4812 
E-mail: sduke@stlukeshospital.org.uk 
Website: stlukeshospital.org.uk 
^Registered Charity 209236 
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News 


Pride without prejudice 


OUR attitudes to asylum seek- 
ers and refugees was the sub- 
ject of a day school in Oxford 
on Saturday, 14 September. 
Called ‘Pride and Prejudice’, 
the event at St Columba’s URC 
Church attracted over 100 
people. 

Asylum Welcome, a charity 
working with 
refugees in 

Oxford, were the 
main organisers of 
the day which was 
supported by 
Churches Together 
in Oxfordshire, the 
Oxford Diocese and the 
Wessex Synod of the United 
Reformed Church. 

The day’s main themes were 
the love of God for all people, 
the sanctity of life and the 
equal worth of people. Bhati 
Patel, senior policy adviser for 
The Refugee Council, encour- 
aged people to be proud to be 
defenders of fundamental 
human rights and the sanctity 


of human life. Tim Baster of 
Bail for Immigrant Detainees 
spoke of the specific problems 
faced by people and families 

with children. The MP for 

Oxford West and Abingdon, 
Evan Harris, highlighted the 
dangers of the words people 
use when talking about 

refugees such as 
‘illegal immi- 

grants’. 

Workshops in the 
afternoon gave 
participants the 
opportunity to 
hear directly from 
asylum seekers and refugees 
about the problems facing 
them. 

The day closed with practical 
advice on how to help people 
encounter refugees as people 
like us and to hear their sto- 
ries. Participants were encour- 
aged to befriend the stranger, 
to lobby politicians and to 
support agencies working 
with refugees. 


Report of a day 
about attitudes 
to refugees and 
asylum seekers 


Well played in Marlow 


A CHURCH of England pri- 
mary school in Marlow has 
been commended for its suc- 
cess in sport. Holy Trinity 
School was one of only 44 
schools to be given a national 
Activemark Gold Award 
from Sport England. The 
award is presented to primary 
schools that demonstrate to 
children the importance of 
staying active and to promote 
physical activity throughout 
the school. Trevor Brooking, 
the England and West Ham 
footballer, praised the school 
for ensuring that physical 
activity and sport remain a 


priority despite pressure 
from other subjects. Head 
teacher, David Cousins said: 
‘This is an outstanding 
award for the school, its 
staff and pupils. The school 
has always prided itself on 
the quality of its teaching in 
PE and games and the range 
of other activities that the 
pupils can take part in. It is 
a great testimony to the pro- 
fessionalism, dedication and 
enthusiasm of the staff. It’s 
super to be seen as one of 
the top 44 schools in the 
country by Sport England. It 
makes us feel very proud.’ 


Buy one get one free 

ST Nicholas Church in Earley, Reading is having its harvest festival on 
6 October. This year the vicar, the Revd Daniel Tyndall said 'I am asking 
every member of the church to keep an eye out for those supermarket 
bargains of Buy One Get One Free. I've suggested that when we see 
those ultimate give-aways we should buy one - whether we need them 
or not. And when we buy one, we'll get one free which can be given to 
the church as part of owir Harvest Thanksgiving.' All donations will go 
to the work of the Reading Churches Drop in Centre. 



Slough Racial Justice service a 
colourful mixture of Urdu and English 

ON 8 SEPTEMBER over 100 people gathered at St Andrew's 
Methodist Church in Slough to celebrate Racial Justice Sunday. The service 
was hosted by the Methodist Urdu-speaking congregation and their minis- 
ter the Revd. Alwyn Samuel and the Revd Derek West (Bucks Archdeconry, 
Racial Justice officer). Participation from different ethnic Christian groups 
led to a colourful mixture of songs, praise, music and prayer. Wilson Gill 
(parish worker for Asian Ministry for St Peter's Slough) spoke movingly on 
Philip's encounter with the Ethiopian who was disadvantaged because he 
was black and as a eunuch was forbidden by Jewish law to stand in the tem- 
ple congregation befiore the Lord. It had earlier had been read in Urdu and 
English. All the congregation were invited to sing part of Psalm 119 in 
Urdu and the climax of the service was a spirited procession led by an 
African, Afro-Caribbean, English music ensemble singing 'We are in the 
light of Christ'. The Urdu speaking congregation laid on their customary 
generous refreshments and £151 was given in retiring collection for the 
work of the Churches' Commission on Radical Justice. 


Money from rubbish 

A GRANT of £20,000 is to be 
given to the Berkshire Churches 
Trust for repairs to churches 
within 10 miles of WREN’s 
Hermitage Landfill Site. WREN 
is the environmental body of 
Waste Recycling Group pic. 
The contract was signed and 
a giant cheque handed over 
to Lady Harman, Chairman 
of the Berkshire Churches 
Trust, by David Wheeler, 
Managing Director of 
WREN on 27 September at 
Englefield House. 


Tough Talk MK 

TOUGH Talk are a group of 
body-builders and weight- 
lifters with a gift for sharing 
the Gospel. They were in 
Milton Keynes from 21 to 29 
September as part of a special 
mission week. On 21 
September Paul Cowley from 
Holy Trinity Brompton in 
London joined Tough Talk for 
an Alpha Supper at Elements 
Eatery in the Theatre District. 
For more information on 
Alpha in Milton Keynes phone 
(01908)311911. 


New era for St Frideswide 


THE feast day of St Frideswide, 
the patron saint of Oxford, on 
19 October will be a double cel- 
ebration this year. It will mark 
the restoration of her shrine 
and the opening of a new pil- 
grimage route to it in Christ 
Church Cathedral. 

The newly restored shrine, 
which has been resited in the 
Cathedral’s Lady Chapel, will 
be rededicated by the Bishop of 
Oxford at the annual civic St 
Frideswide’s Day service on 16 
October at 6.05pm. 

Then on 19 October a group 
from the four churches in the 
Diocese dedicated to St 
Frideswide will initiate the new 
pilgrimage route to the shrine. 
Representatives from the 


churches in West Oxford, 
Frilsham and Water Eaton and 
from the Roman Catholic 
Church of St Edmund and St 
Frideswide in Oxford’s Iffley 
Road will spend the morning 
preparing for the pilgrimage. 

At 1.45pm the pilgrimage to 
the shrine will begin with a story 
and music at each stopping 
point and drama and dance at 
the end of the procession. 

St Frideswide was an Anglo Saxon 
Princess who wanted to become a nun. 
King Agar wanted to marry her and 
she hid in the woods at Binsey near 
Oxford. As he gave chase he was 
struck blind but Frideswide's prayers 
for his healing were answered. About 
7 27 AD she founded a monastery for 
monks and nuns on the site where the 
Cathedral now stands. 


Oxford pupils make 
time for prayer 

YOUNG people still at school or 
in their gap year are meeting 
once a month to pray together. 
The idea came from Miranda 
Warner; a pupil at Headington 
School. They will meet on the 
last Friday of the month at the 
Church of St Michael at the North 
Gate, Oxford. She said: ‘We want 
this to be a time where people 
from different youth groups, or 
none, could come together and try 
out different methods of prayer. 
There will be no talks or teaching; 
it will just be a place where young 
people can minister to each other, 
beginning with a time of worship.’ 

Next two meetings: 25 October, 29 
November at 7.30pm for 8pm. Details 
from Miranda Warner on 01865 511857. 


Canterbury preview 

THE Most Revd Dr Rowan 
Williams, Archbishop of 
Wales and Bishop of 
Monmouth is preaching at 
All Saints’ Lime Walk, 
Headington, Oxford on 
Friday, 15 November at 
6pm. Dr Williams, a former 
Canon of Christ Church, 
will be enthroned as 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
on 27 February 2003. 


Blue Peter Alpha 

SIMON THOMAS, a familiar 
face to most children as presen- 
ter of the popular BBC TV pro- 
gramme ‘Blue Peter’, spoke of 
the importance of his Christian 
faith when he came to 
Greyfriars Church, Reading on 
Saturday 21 September at noon 
to launch their new Alpha 
course. Volunteers from 
Greyfriars also handed out bal- 
loons advertising the free course, 
which runs for ten Wednesday 
evenings from 9 Octoben 

Simon, who has helped to lead 
an Alpha course at his church in 
London, said that he had grown 
up in a vicarage and had chosen 
to follow the Christian faith. 
However successful he has been 
in his professional life, it is still 
the most important thing to him, 
he said. 

The Alpha course, now run- 
ning at over 7000 churches in 
Britain, provides an opportunity 
to those who would not nor- 
mally go to church to explore 
the meaning of life. 

To find out more about the Alpha 
Course at Greyfriars ring the church 
office on 0118 951 6700. Alpha 
Courses are also running at churches 
all over the Oxford Diocese. To find a 
course near you try the Alpha website 
at www..alpha.org uk or email 
directory@alphacourse.org or ring 
the Alpha Office on 0207 581 8255. 
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Wedding and 
Bridesmaid Dresses 


Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 

Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 

Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at Discount Prices 

Telephone: 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading ( 0118 ) 9508999 
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People & places 


A bicycle made for three! 



The Annual Historic 
Churches Bike Ride 

Hundreds of cyclists took to the 
roads of the Diocese on 14 
September to raise money for his- 
toric churches. Our pictures taken at 
St Katharine's, Chislehampton in 
South Oxfordshire show a group 
who arrived peddling on a three sad- 
dled bicycle.Signing in are (left to 
right): Ken and Linda King, Farrah 
Aziz, Julia Polkinghorne, and Tony 
Heal from South London. On the 
bike are Christine Tasnier who came 
from Weston super Mare to take 
part and Halime Aziz. Halime and 
her sister are from a Muslim family 
who regularly support the Bike Ride. 
The party visited 13 churches to 
raise money for Stadhampton 
church and the Historic Churches 
Trust. Photographs: Frank Blackwell 



The Downland 
Festival of Faith 

SCOUR the Diocesan Year 
Book and you will find no ref- 
erence to the Downland Group 
of Parishes. The villages that 
make up the parish of 
Chieveley w. Winterbourne 
and Oare along with the 
benefice of Beedon and 
Peasemore w. West flsley and 
Famborough and the benefice 
of Brightwalton w. Catmore, 
Leckhampstead, Chaddleworth 
and Fawley have long recog- 
nised that in their West 
Berkshire Downland scenery, 
agriculture, culture and rural 
lifestyle they share a common 
heritage and a common faith. 

This year the Downland 
Church Council decided to 
mark the special relationship 
with a Festival of Faith. All 13 
Christian communities, includ- 
ed the Methodists at 
Leckhampstead Thicket, con- 
tributed to the summer festival. 
Two weeks of varied events in 
July began with the 
Leckhampstead Feast and 
ended with a celebration ser- 
vice amid the Chieveley Flower 
Festival in St Mary’s. Other 
events included a service for 
pets, a healing service and a 
Songs of Praise. There was also 
a trip on the Kennet and Avon 
Canal, exhibitions and literary 
associations were celebrated 
with a Hardy evening at 
Fawley - Marygreen in Jude 
the Obscure , and a Betjeman 
evening at Famborough where 
the former Poet Laureate lived 
from 1945 to 1951. 


A new hip didn’t stop me riding for churches 


EIGHTEEN months earlier I 
could not even get on to a bike, 
but thanks to a replacement 
hip, 2000 miles clocked up in 
regular short rides to tone up 
the muscles, today was the day 
to test my stamina. 

It was with keen anticipation 
that I set out on my longest 
cycle ride for 20 years. With the 
wind behind me I took a circu- 
lar route, it seemed a great 
chance to support our great 
historical heritage, and at the 
same time prove to myself that 
I could still cycle 100 km. 

After visiting several 
unmanned Churches, I was 
offered refreshments at Aston 
Abbotts. I would like to pay 
tribute to all those stalwarts 
who turn out to provide these 


welcome facilities including 
those who put on some truly 
fantastic spreads. At Long 


One man's 
bike ride 

by Bob Clark 

Marston the Vicar was also on 
hand to greet us and I met her 
again at Puttenham. At 
Buckland I was greeted by the 
Rural Dean resplendent in his 
robes, not to greet me but to 
conduct a wedding. Needless 
to say I felt a bit out of place in 
my lycra outfit with the top 
hats and tails. 

At Princes Risborough I could 
have had lunch at St Teresa’s or 
the Baptist Church as both had 


put on a good spread. So I con- 
tinued to Bledlow where I had 
my photo taken. I was told it 
was for the parish magazine as 
I was the only rider the had 
seen that day in ‘real cycle 
gear’. But coming into Kingsey 
I met the High Sheriff on his 
historic tricycle and I think a 
picture of him would have 
been more appropriate. 

A large working party in 
Kingsey Churchyard, who 
were cutting hedges and tidying 
up, gave me a friendly wel- 
come. It is to these people I 
would like to say a sincere 
thank you. I did the ride but 
you do lots more towards 
maintaining all these historic 
churches which are part of our 
heritage and landscape. 


e-one hundred! 

OXCHURCtMNFO, an e-notice 
board for churches of all 
denominations across the City 
of Oxford, published its 100th 
edition on 16 September The 
twice-monthly bulletin was the 
brainwave of Jenny Gerrard 
who has compiled every edition 
which goes to over 100 church- 
es and individuals. Jenny, who is 
married to the Oxfordshire 
County Ecumenical Officer (see 
page 5), started the e-bulletin 
when she was secretary of 
Churches Together in Central 
Oxford so that member church- 
es could ‘quickly, easily and 
cheaply’ exchange information. 
Participants also receive a 
text edition with a poster. Is 
Oxchurch-info unique? 

You can contact Jenny at 
bjgerrard@compuserve.com 



PENNY’S FROM HEAVEN! After 20 years as Milton Keynes Deanery Lay 
Chairman, Penny Keens has retired. She will remain as Diocesan Lay 
Chairman. Penny, who in June was awarded the The Order of St Frideswide for 
her distinguished lay service in the Oxford Diocese, is pictured with six of the 
seven rural deans with whom she worked. With her a re (clockwise from back 
left): Canon Robin Baker, the Revds Richard Cattley, Nigel Pond, David Miell, 
David Lunn and Ian Pusey. 'We remembered the seventh rural dean, David 
Goldie with great sadness and affection' she said. Photograph: Ray Rowlson 


All change at Church House 


Alison Webster to be 
the next BSR Adviser 

Jo Saunders retires at Christmas as 
the Diocese of Oxford’s Board of 
Social Responsibility Adviser. Her 
successor will be Alison Webster. 



ALISON has worked as the 
Social Responsibility Officer in 
Worcester Diocese for the last 
four years. Her focus there has 
been on many issues including 
health, community justice, and 
anti-racism/cultural diversity. 
She has a book coming out in 
November entitled Wellbeing 
(SCM Ptess Society &C Church series). 

A Methodist by tradition, 
Alison has always worked ecu- 
menically. She began her career 
working for the Student 
Christian Movement as publi- 
cations officer; went on to co- 
ordinate the Institute for the 
Study of Christianity and 
Sexuality (ISCS), and has also 
worked for the Christian 
Socialist Movement as 
National Co-ordinator, and has 
been a freelance writer. Alison 
still enjoys writing and editing 
and co-edits the journal 
Political Theology with 


Graeme Smith of Banbury. 
Alison says, ‘I am delighted to 
be appointed to be Social 
Responsibility Adviser in 
Oxford Diocese. I have long 
admired the scope and extent of 
Jo’s work, and step into her 
shoes with great respect for 
what she has achieved. I know 
that the Oxford Diocese is 
replete with people, lay and 
ordained, of great expertise, tal- 
ent and imagination, and I 
look forward to working here.’ 

Farewell to Elaine 
after 27 years service 

IT WAS the end of an era when 
staff gathered in the garden of 
Church House on 15 July to say 
goodbye to Elaine Bowman 
after 27 years of service. Elaine, 
who was Personnel 
Administrator; Administrative 



Manager and Secretary to the 
Diocesan Secretary, was present- 
ed with gifts, including a digital 
camera, by the Bishop of 
Oxford (pictured) who paid 
tribute to her commitment. 
Those who returned for the 
occasion included former Board 
of Finance chairmen, Mark 
Mays-Smith and John Prodger. 


theChristian 

For a FREE copy of this 
quarterly journal send your 
name and address to: 

COUNSELLOR 

‘a unique forum for the discussion of counselling 
problems within a Biblical context’ 

Rev Selwyn Hughes, CWR,Waverley Abbey 

‘a valuable resource in counselling and care’ 

Rev Russ Parker, Acorn Christian Healing Trust 

The Christian Counsellor, 

PO Box 2667, Eastbourne, 
East Sussex BN2I IRY, 
phone:OI323 647195 
or e-mail: freesample@ 
christiancounsellor.com 



£ 2.50 


(Post Paid) 


THE TOY AND MODEL 
MAKING ANNUAL 2003 


Plans and accessories for: 
Dolls Houses - Model 
Garages/Forts 

Wheeled Toys - Boats/Yachts 
Novelty Ideas - Craft Books 
Tools for Craftworkers 
Free - Plans for Projects 


Hobbies (Dereham) Ltd (Dept CH) 
34-36 Swaffham Road 
Dereham - Norfolk - NR19 2QZ 

Tel; 01362 692985 


LOOKING FOR COUNSELLING? 

Contact 

STELLA DOERING Dip.Couns. (CSCT) 

Short or long term counselling (all age groups) 
BACP Code of Ethics 

Free Initial Consultation 

Telephone: 01993 708194 


PA SYSTEMS 

We have years of experience of 
supplying to churches. 

• Updates or complete systems 
• Inductive loops • Radio microphones 
• Portable PA • CCTV 

ROYSTON 

ELECTRONICS 

P.O. Box 1, Fordingbridge SP6 3PQ 
covers the Diocese 

(01725)518428 or 
(07889) 247960 


CONNECT 

TWO 

Register for single, widowed 
arid unattached Chnstians 
seeking friends, companion 
or future partner. 

Td: 01604 645661 

E-mail: 

connecttwo 2 oa)@Hotmailx:om 


Cross Stitch 

Your Church, 
Christian and 
Christmas Kits 

In 8,11,14 Aida. 
Chart/kit from photo 

A5 S.a.e. for details:- 

Paget Designs 

Suite 7(cp), 
Grovemere House, 
Beckingham Street 
Tolleshunt Major 
Essex CM9 8LZ 
www.pagetdesigns.co.uk 

Tel: 01621 868867 


FUNDRAISERS 

Help us to help abused and severely disabled children. 
Must have own transport and phone. Excellent earnings. 

Contact:- 

01923 241184 or 0208 845 8185 

Reg. Charity No. 1056701 
www.childrenscharter.org.uk 



St DENYS 
RETREAT CENTRE 

An oasis for prayer and peace 

A running stream and large gardens enclose this 
quiet, comfortable eighteenth-century house 
with its own chapel. We welcome: 

• Church groups 

• Residential Workshops and Conferences 

• Private retreatants 

• Space available on the following retreats: 

Nov 1-3 Open Retreat with Rosemary Tucker 

7-8 "Walk into Quietness" - Sisters' team 
Dec 6-8 Advent Open Retreat with Bishop Donald Ardet' 
Further information from: 

The Warden, Ivy House, 

2 Church Street. Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 8PG 

Tel/Fax: 01985 214824 

. . . 4 i i Begiaejed ChsrityJ'ie.j2i302£. i i ; . . . . 
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Interview. . . 


‘ECUMENISM IS NOT A CHEAP OPTION’ says the County Ecumenical Officer for 


God in the life of 

Bede Gerrard 


Oxfordshire, Bede Gerrard. An Anglican monk for seven years with 
an Anglican mother and a Methodist father, he is now a member of 
the Orthodox Church. This experience with different denominations 
has equipped him to understand their differences but also to 
embrace their similarities in his quest for unity in the Church. Unity, 
says Bede is going to cost us, but after worship it is the most impor- 
tant thing for which the Church should be striving. 


I HAVE never not believed 
that God exists. I was 
brought up to say my prayers 
and I have always been con- 
scious of God. I am not a 
person for crowds, preferring 
to meet people one to one. 
But I have always been in a 
church fellowship and one 
that is sacramental. 

I was born of Christian par- 
ents and baptised and con- 
firmed in the Church of 
England. I had thought of 
training for the ordained 
ministry but felt that I could 
not give whole-hearted con- 
sent to all of the thirty nine 
articles as required at ordina- 
tion. For me to present 
myself for ordination in such 
a mind would have been act- 
ing a lie at the very time of 
the sacrament. This was one 
of the reasons that I entered a 
monastic community to see if 
there was a way I could 
wholly dedicate myself to 
God without ordination. 

Time to listen to God 

I was a member of the 
Benedictine Community at 
Nashdom for seven years 
before my dispensation by 
the then Archbishop of 
Canterbury. I was a postu- 
lant for six months, a novice 
for a year and then three 
years in temporary vows 
before taking final vows. 
Being in the monastery gave 
me time to think, and time 
to listen, to be quiet before 
God to try to hear what God 
was saying to me, where he 
wanted me to go. 

There is a need for time 
when one can listen to the 
Holy Scriptures, to hear what 
God is saying through them. 
The scriptures are meant to 
be heard. Even when reading 
the daily portion of Scripture 


at home, alone or with my 
wife, it is read aloud. It is 
interesting that my patron, 
the Venerable Bede, is the 
first person recorded to have 
read without moving his lips. 
In the life of Bede an episode 
is recorded when a young 
monk comes across Bede sit- 
ting in the cloister with a 
book open before him and he 
is surprised that Bede’s lips 
are not moving; at that time 
the level of literacy was such 
that everyone voiced the 
words when reading. 

Change to married life 

When I first left the 
monastery I worked as a 
residential social worker in 
a reception centre for boys. I 
worshipped at St Mark’s in 
Teddington. I met my wife 
to-be when another member 
of the monastic community 
had begun a correspondence 
with her after an ecumenical 
event; this monk had passed 
on to me her questions 
about the Nicene Creed and 
what is meant by ‘belief’. 

When married we lived in 
Fleet. We were both active 
in the church there and I 
was a member of the 
Diocesan Board of Social 
Responsibility in Guildford 
Diocese, where I first met 
Bishop Richard before he 
was a bishop. 

God is there. God listens 
and God speaks. He answers 
prayer: sometimes he says 
no, sometimes yes. At times 
we are pointed in a direction 
that we have not imagined 
and told to get on with it. 
God and his angels and saints 
are real, we are not praying 
alone but within the commu- 
nion of the Church. 

Now I am a member of the 
Orthodox Church, under the 


Ecumenical Patriarch, and 
attend the joint Russian and 
Greek Orthodox Church in 
Canterbury Road, Oxford 
where I am a Reader. The 
services are generally fairly 
long and most of the singing 
is carried out by the choir 


and reader with the clergy. 
The services are sung, the 
unmodulated voice is rarely 
used except for preaching 
and the final blessing. 

Ordination within the 
Orthodox communities is a 
matter of vocation, but voca- 
tion expressed through the 
calling by the local worship- 
ping community. They will 
ask the bishop to ordain a 
particular person out of the 


community and it is not cus- 
tomary to ask to be ordained. 

Within Orthodoxy it is 
usual to have a spiritual 
father, or mother, someone 
with whom you can discuss 
your spiritual state and your 
prayer life. If the spiritual 


father is a priest one would 
go to him for confession and 
absolution. There are spiritu- 
al fathers who are not priests 
and who may be women - 
spiritual mothers. They are a 
person with whom one has a 
spiritual relationship, friend- 
ship, and who will advise 
you on daily prayer, frequen- 
cy of confession and com- 
munion and how to 
strengthen one’s relationship 


with God and the Church. In 
some ways it is like a GP for 
the soul. Just as you go to 
your GP for physical ill health 
and health checks so one 
goes to the spiritual father for 
the soul’s health sake. 

Bishop Kallistos is my spir- 
itual father and before him it 
was Father Barnabas, a priest 
monk who lived in Wales and 
who received me into the 
Orthodox Church. I was 
received by Chrismation, the 
Orthodox equivalent to 
Confirmation. You are 
anointed with oils consecrat- 
ed by your Patriarch, by 
either a bishop or a priest, 
and so it makes the spiritual 
connection with the 
Patriarchate which you are 
entering. You are anointed 
with the grace of the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. It is the way 
that a person already bap- 
tised is received into the 
Orthodox Church. 

As to the future, I want to 
continue to meet God as I do 
at the liturgy and in the read- 
ing of scripture. I want to 
meet him as I meet other 
people. I want to in some 
way declare that it is God 
who brings joy to life. 

On one level, being County 
Ecumenical Officer is keep- 
ing Christians in the differ- 
ent traditions talking to each 
other - keeping doors open. 

Interview by Jemimah Wright 
Photograph by Frank Blackwell 

We rarely know the content 
of Christ’s prayer except in 
St John’s Gospel we are told 
that he prayed that his peo- 
ple should be one. Christ 
prayed specifically for the 
unity of the Church. Unity is 
not optional. We need to 


reflect in our life the unity 
that is within the Godhead. 
With the Churches split and 
divided into denominations 
and factions, we cannot do 
that. We need to be one so 
that the world might believe: 
to reflect what God is really 
like. After worship, the unity 
of the Church is probably 
the most important thing for 
which the Church should be 
striving. Often unity 
amongst Christians is seen as 
an optional extra that is for 
the fringe fanatics. We don’t 
all have to be the same to be 
unified. Each person of the 
Blessed Trinity is themself, 
yet lives in the perfect Unity 
which is the Godhead. 

Letting go for unity 

Ecumenism is not a cheap 
option. Economic ecu- 
menism - sharing buildings - 
is not what it is all about. It 
may be the impetus that 
pushes us to talk to each 
other. We become so poor 
that we have to talk to each 
other and support each 
other. It is going to cost us. 
We have to strip ourselves of 
what is unessential, and a lot 
of the things we hold dear 
within our own traditions 
are really not essential. It’s 
going to cost us that, and it’s 
going to cost us financially, 
because if we are going to 
grow we need time and ener- 
gy to grow and we won’t 
have these by going it alone. 


Bede Gerrard was bom in 

1944 in Willenhall in 
Staffordshire. He was edu- 
cated at Wednesbury 
Boys' High School and St 
David's College, Lampeter. 
He is married to Jenny, a 
retired teacher. 





TANK Winter am Cy 

MUSEUM Lecture Seffifs- 

Museum opens at 6pm and the 

lectures start at 7pm i 

Ticket enquires to David Butt. 

Tickets for each lecture cost £10pp 
and include the museum, 
talk and refreshments 

• Thursday 28th November - 
Professor Richard Holmes 
talking on The Western 
Front Revisited’ 

Richard Holmes is a specialist and author in MB 
Military History, he has worked with the 
BBC to produce fascinating documentaries 
examining historical warfare WM 

• Thursday 23rd January 2003 - WBk 

Antony Beevor talking on SSSSKt 

'Stalingrad and Berlin* 

Antony, a world renowned author, has written 
four novels and six works of non-fiction. The 
British edition of Stalingrad was a number 
one bestseller. 

• Thursday 27th February 2003 - 
David Fletcher talking on 
The invention of the Tank* 

Resident Staff member at the Tank Museum 

David Fletcher is weU known as a writer on tank Jgm 

history and also for his many TV appearances jjB 

The Tank Museum 

Bovington, Dorset, BH20 

www.tankmuseum.co.uk l 

Tel: 01929 405096 f IlSSjiB&fi 

Fax: 01 929 405360 ^■■1 

info@tankmuseum.co.uk 
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Career coaching 

To help you to find 

♦ an employer who values you and your skills 

♦ more rewarding and interesting work 

♦ improved career prospects 

Susan Turnbull BSc FCIPD 
32 Woodgreen 
Witney, Oxon 0X28 1DJ 
Tel/fax: 01993 703596 
e-mail: smht2@tutor.open.ac.uk 


HOLLOWAY'S 

Auctioneers and Valuers of Fine Art and Furniture 

The professional alternative to London. 
Internationally notified sales held throughout 
the year 

For a free appointment 

Tel: 01295 817777 

Auction Rooms and Offices 
49 Parsons Street 
Banbury OX16 5PF 
Facsimile: 01295 817701 
e-mail: enquiries@hollowaysauctioneers.co.uk 


Launde Ahhe 


An inspirational & 
j elegant gift. 

"imposing carved 
wood effect Praying 
Hands set against 
a cream background 
in recessed medium 
pine frame. 

Width 22.5 cm height 
28 cm depth 3.5 cm 


from COUISCO 


74 Ravenshill 
Road, Yardley 
Wood, 
Rirmingham 
R14 4HG 
phone/fax: 

0121 608 2178 
e-mail: 

coHesco@aol.com 


To order send postal 
order/cheque for £17.50 + 
£ 3.50 p+p to address 
shown or contact us for 
further details. Please 
allow 14 days for delivery. 
Full money back guarantee 
if not satisfied. 

Guaranteed delivery for 
Christmas if order received 
by 5th December 


Leicesren Diocesan 
Rer near House and 
Conference Cenrre 


OCTOBER 4th - 6th 

Weekend of Circle dance with Julie Bell 
14th - 15th - Reading breakaway with Revd Andrew Wingate 
14th - 18th - 5 day Individual Guided Retreat 
21st - 25th - A seminar on The Ethics of Cloning with Dr Ester 
Reed of the Department of Theology, Aberdeen University 
NOVEMBER 18th - 21st 

'Broken Bodies' - a 3 day retreat led by Tessa Sowerby, well 
known for her work as a facilitator. 

25th - Pre- Advent Quiet Day led by the Warden 

DECEMBER 2nd - 3rd 

Reading Breakaway with Professor Tim Corringe from Exeter 
University leading a seminar based on his book 
'The Built Environment.' 

9th - 13th - 'From healing to wholeness' - a training week for 
those interested in the ministry of healing led by a team from 
the Diocese and beyond 

13th - 15th - 'Still before Christmas' - a retreat led 
by the Warden. 

Tel: 01572 717254 Fax: 01572 717454 

E-mail: laundeabbey@leicester.anglican.org 
www.launde.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 249100 
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20-27 October 
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_ NE 
'WORLD 
WEEK 


‘Christ’s renewals and rev- 
olutions begin quietly, like 
faith itself. They start 
growing from one tiny 
seed, the staggering 
thought: Things don't 
have to be like this. ' John 
V. Taylor, ‘Enough is Enough’ 

Why move into action on 
global questions? 

Because ‘Sharing Life 1 - 
following Christ's call to 
love our neighbour as 
ourself - means con- 
necting with our brothers 
and sisters so that their 
needs become our needs. 
Issues like AIDS, unfair 
trade rules, racism and 
our abuse of the environ- 
ment imperil us all but 
we can make a differ- 
ence. Here are some ways 
of getting INTO 
ACTION! 


1 HIV/AIDS 

being positive 

Since I last wrote to you , the 
following children have died : 
Mukisa (nine months ), Stella 
(4), Faith (5), Nicholas (2), 
Angelina (1) , Conrad (1), 
Pauline ( eleven months ), 
Stephen (7), Emmanuel (7), 
Cremia (6), Israel (7), Jerome 
(8), Vincent (6) Eva (16), 
Isaac (14), Joseph (14). 

(Mildmay Uganda newsletter) 

Forty million people world- 
wide are living with 
HIV/AIDS, T7 million in sub- 
Saharan Africa. About 1500 
are infected daily. Conflict, 
poverty, and the silence of 
stigma contribute to AIDS’ 
spread. Debt-starved govern- 
ments can’t offer enough 
education or treatment. And 
as AIDS strikes productive 
adults, millions of children 
are forced to take care of ail- 
ing parents or are left 
orphans, setting up further 


one world... 

INTO ACTION! 


crises. 

But churches and agencies in 
Africa and in the UK are 
working to address the 
HIV/AIDS pandemic. 

Join the action! 

• Advent Sunday this year is also 
World AIDS Day. Put a red rib- 
bon around the Advent candle as 
a reminder to pray for people 
affected by HIV/AIDS. Special 
prayers are available from 
Christian Aid, USPG and the 
Oxfordshire Churches Red 
Ribbon Group. Christian Aid has 
a new World AIDS Day liturgy. 

• Christian Concern for One 
World (CCOW) and all the mis- 
sion and development agencies, 
as well as the Mothers’ Union, 
work with people who are tack- 
ling the HIV/AIDS crisis. 

Contact them to find out more. 

• You can find out more infor- 
mation from the Red Ribbon 
Group’s lending library or 
events in the programme put on 
by CCOW, agencies and local 
churches. 

2 Tirade rules 

who gains, who loses? 

An average worker on a non- 
Fairtrade coffee plantation in 
Oaxaca earns under £1.50 a 
day. A litre of milk would cost 
about £1.50 if they could get it. 
(UCIRI Cooperative, Oaxaca) 

Trade could offer many bene- 
fits to those who take part in 
it. But as they stand, the rules 
aren't fair. High tariffs keep 
poor countries' manufactured 
goods out of our markets. 
Poor countries produce 
export crops (like coffee) to 
gain income and lose it as 
prices spiral downwards. 
Meanwhile IMF conditions 
force them to accept subsi- 
dized imports that undercut 
the local agricultural econo- 
my. Transnational corpora- 
tions are largely unregulated. 
And poor countries often 
don't have enough money to 
send sufficient delegates to 
the trade negotiations that 
most affect them! 

How big an issue is this? 
Last year Christian Aid gave 


£38.3 million in international 
assistance. Based on UN esti- 
mates, fairer trade rules and 
practices could result in an 
extra £66 billion for poor 
countries - every 8 weeks! 

Join the action! 

• Pray for fairer trade and trade 
rules, for those who suffer and 
those who make major decisions. 
Catholic Agency for Overseas 
Development (CAFOD) , 
Christian Aid, and SPEAK (a 
Christian group working with 
students and young adults) have 
resources to help. 


BE PART OF THE SOLUTION In 

sub-Saharan Africa alone, 17 mil- 
lion people have already died of 
AIDS, over 25 million are currently 
infected and 12.1 million have been 
orphaned. That’s why the Priest-in- 
charge of St Mary’s Church, 
Banbury, Janet Chapman and Ron 
Sharpe, a local Christian Aid 
activist are sending a clear message 
about becoming part of the solu- 
tion to the problems of HIV/Aids. 


• Support Fairtrade in your 
shopping for home and church - 
it’s available at supermarkets, in 
Oxfam shops, and through 
Traidcraft and Tearcraft. 

• The Fairtrade Foundation, 
Traidcraft and Tearfund can give 
you more information on 
Fairtrade. CAFOD, Christian Aid, 
Oxfam, SPEAK, and the Trade 
Justice Movement offer materials on 
trade rules and how to campaign. 


3 Tackling 
Racism 

locally and globally 

7 don't belong anywhere.' 

The rainbow mix of people is 
a gift from God, and can be 
seen as a foretaste of life in 
the heavenly kingdom. Sadly 
the reality, in many of our 
churches, as in society at 
large, falls far short of this 
biblical vision. In our towns 
and cities racially motivated 


St Mary’s were hosting Christian 
Aid’s compelling ‘Positive Negative’ 
exhibition of photographs by six 
HIV-positive women in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
Christian Aid are calling on the 
Government to free up new 
resources to tackle HIV/AIDS by 
increasing UK aid, pressing for fur- 
ther debt cancellation for the 
world's poorest countries the re- 
writing of the trade rules. 


crimes are on the rise, with 
the majority committed by 
young people. Ethnic minori- 
ty group members sometimes 
find themselves barred from 
promotion within institutions. 
And within churches, ethnic 
minorities can feel like out- 
siders, a particularly difficult 
situation for new converts who 
have lost old support structures 
and are looking for new ones. 


Join the action! 

• Pray for reconciliation and an 
end to injustice and racial dis- 
crimination. The Churches 
Commission on The Racial 
Justice has that offer prayers, ser- 
mon notes, and activities on 
these themes. 

• Be welcoming! Make friends 
with people who are different 
from you and help young people 
to learn the truth about each other. 

• Get in touch with the Diocesan 
Committee for Racial Justice, 
which offers speakers, educational 
materials and help. 

4 Fuel 

What’s the cost? 

1 Mankind's dumping of carbon 
from fossil fuel burning into the 
atmosphere is disastrous. The 
question is whether it is merely 
disastrous or very disastrous. ' 

Carbon dioxide levels in the 
environment are rising steadily 
as carbon ^missions, the by- 
products of fuel use in trans- 
port, power generation and 
heating, continue to increase. 
Scientists generally agree that 
carbon dioxide causes global 
warming with the potential for 
massive problems including 
flooding, disruption of agricul- 
ture and more frequent violent 
weather events. In such scenar- 
ios, the poor and vulnerable 
will suffer disproportionately. 
The Oxford Diocese is commit- 
ted to cutting our carbon diox- 
ide emissions by 15% by 2010, 
in line with the Kyoto Protocol. 

Join the action! 

• Pray that world leaders and 
ordinary people will make wise 
choices about the environment. 
Christian Ecology Link’s online or 
printed prayer diaries can help. 

• Do an energy audit - work out 
how much fuel your 
house/church/car uses and how 
much you could save. 
www.carboncalculator.com can 
help you do this at home. 

The Eco-congregations pro- 
gramme offers an easy audit for 
churches and suggestions for 
prayer, study, and action. 

• Contact the Oxford Diocesan 
Environment Advisor, Ian James 
at Dr I.A.James@Btintemet.com 
or local environmental groups 
like AChRE (A Christian 
Response to the Environment), 
and SAGE or look out 
www.churchesearthsummit.org 
or the websites of CEL and the 
John Ray Initiative. 


Here to help you 

AChRE Tel. 01235 751518 or Ian 
James at Dr I.AJames@Btintemetcom 
CAFOD www.cafod.org.uk 
Christian Aid Tel. 01865 246 818/ 
01908 698135 www.christian-aid.org.uk 
Christian Ecology Link 
www.christian-ecology.org.uk 
CMS www.cms-uk.org 
Tel. 01865 250688 
Churches’ Commission on Racial 
Justice www.ccrj.org.uk 
Tel. 0207 5232121 
Diocesan Committee for Racial 
Justice Tel. 01344 422152 
Eco-Congregations 
ecocongregation@encams.org 
Tel: 01942-612 633; 

Fartrade Foundation 020 7405 5942 
www.fairtrade.org.uk 
Jubilee Debt Campaign: 
www.jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk 
groups in Caversham, Milton 
Keynes, Oxford, Reading , South 
Oxon and Windsor; 

Mothers' Union Tel. 01865 726308 

www.mothersunion.org 

Oxon Churches Red Ribbon Group 

Tel. 01865 558424 

SAGE www. sageoxf o rd . o rg . u k, 

Tel. 01865 483961 
SPEAK www.speak.org.uk 
Tearfund www.tearfund.org 
Tel. 01235 550467; 

Traidcraft www.traidcraft.co.uk 
USPG www.uspg.org.uk 
Tel. 01234 742550; 

Viva Network www.viva.org 
Tel. 01865 320100 
World Vision Tel 01908 841000 
www.worldvision.org.uk 


One World Week P0 Box 2555, 
Reading RG1 4XW Tel 01189 
394933 www.oneworid week.org 


Some autumn events 

Sat 5 October OXFORD 'Mission 
Impossible: combatting global poverty', 
workshop led by Paula Clifford 10am to 
4pm Wesley Memorial Hall. 01865 246818. 
Thurs 8 October OXFORD 
Visitors from Silveira House, Zimbabwe, 
partners of Commitment for Life (URC) 

12. 30-2. 30pm at Summertown Church Hall 
and 8-9. 30pm Temple Cowley URC. 
MILTON KEYNES ONE WORLD WEEK 
EVENTS 19-27 October 
‘Calling to Account', an exhibition to 
demystify the global economic system 
Craft Fair which will include fairly traded 
and environmentally friendly gifts. 

Both at Church of Christ the Cornerstone 
Pre-One World Week programme at Well 
at Willen and Christ the Cornerstone includes 
'The Dance of Life' led by Patrica Roberts on 
17 October at 7.30pm at The Well, Newport 
Rd, Willen: Details 01908 567436. 

Fri 25 October STANTONBURY 
Into Action against Racism, an evening led by 
Vasantha Gnanadoss from Commissioner's 
Secretariat, New Scotland Yard. Meeting and 
discussion at Christ church 8pm ( open to all), 
7pm supper (ticket only £5) 01908 678567 
Thurs 14 November OXFORD Viva Network 
Forum: The Impact of Aids on Children 
(evening talk time and venue to be confirmed). 
Details: Ben Hayhow on 01865 320122. 

Mon 2 December OXFORD Advent Hope: 
Christian Aid World AIDS day service 7. 30 pm 
Christ Church Cathedral. 01865 246818. 

There are more events on The DOORPost 


This page has been compiled by 
Christian Concern for One World. 
Contact CCOW’s coordinator, Maranda 
St John Nicolle on 01865 874778 or 
go to www.ccow.org.uk 
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Use One World Week as an opportunity to join 
thousands of others to celebrate, learn 
and act for a fairer world. 

One World Week 2002 is all about action - 
exploring what actions are open to us, through 
peaceful means, to make a difference. 

To find out more, or to order the Action Kit, 
Schools Supplement and other resources, 
phone the OWW office on 0118 939 4933 
or look on our website: 
www.oneworldweek.org 


A ROCHA 

JOIN A ROCHA! 

A Rocha - "the Rock" in Portuguese - is an 
international Christian conservation organisation, 
now working in many countries. In 2001 A Rocha 
began work in the UK with Living Waterways, a 
unique nature conservation and environmental 
education project in urban multifaith West London. 

Membership is only £15 and includes colour 
newsletters, regular events and holidays, and the 
opportunity to meet like-minded people. 

Contact: A Rocha UK, 13 Avenue Rd, 

Southall, Middx UBl 3BL 

Tel: 020 8574 5935: 

e-mail: uk@arocha.org website: www.arocha.org 


Support local wildlife 

Become a member of the Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
& OxfordshireWildlife Trust (BBOWT) 
from just £2 a month. 

Call 01865 775476 for more information 
or visit our website www.bbowt.org.uk 

Registered Chanty No. 204330 

BBOWT is one of 47 Wildlife Trusts across the UK working to 
achieve the shared aim of securing a better future for wildlife. 
The Trust manages over 90 nature reserves across the three 
counties. 
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God’s gift of leadership 


A meteorologist, a nuclear scientist and an ex-magazine editor are among the 26 men and women ordained deacon on 28 and 29 September 

close, four generation family 
ranging from four - 96 years. We 
all play instruments or sing, sew, 
dance or paint. I am also remain- 
ing choir mistress and organist at 
church. This will be a challenge! 

Jan Fielden (12) 

Chipping Norton 

I retired from headship of a 
Primary school in order to have 
time for ministry training, but con- 
tinue to work as a supply teacher. 
I have three children and one 
granddaughter. I look forward to 
developing a pastoral ministry in 
Chipping Norton benefice. 

Tim Garrett* 

St Andrew's, North Oxford 

I am looking forward to being 
ordained deacon. Having lived 
and been educated in Guildford 
and Aberystwyth, I have spent 
most of my working life in Exeter 
doing seven years of NHS man- 
agement. I trained for three years 
at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford. My 
maifc focus will be on youth work 
and ministry to young adults. 

Anne Holmes (4) 

Old Marston 

I work as a counsellor and group 
analyst and have been an LLM 
since 1991, serving in Woodstock, 
Wolvercote and Somerville 
College Oxford. I have recently 
been appointed as part-time 
Chaplain to Headington School, 
Oxford. I shall serve my title as 
NSM Curate of the Parish of St 
Nicholas Marston. 

Pam McKellen* 

St Matthew's, Oxford 

All sorts of different influences 
and experiences have brought me 
via St Nicolas’ Newbury and 
Cramner Hall to this point. After 
ordination I shall be Curate at St 
Matthews Church, Oxford learn- 
ing from Steve Hellyer and the 
congregation there. I am looking 
forward to seeing what sort of 
things emerge for me to do: there 
seems to be plenty going on 

Teresa Morgan (6) 

Little more 

Teresa Morgan is a fellow of Oriel 
College, Oxford and University 
lecturer in Ancient History. Her 
interests range from Graeco- 
Roman society and culture to 
New Testament theology and 
patristics. A former professional 
viola player; she still plays for 
pleasure. She publishes poetry in a 
wide variety of literary magazines. 

Jean Price (1) 

North Buckingham 

I am married with a grown-up 
family and two grandsons. I am 
really grateful for all the encour- 
agement and support received 
from so many people throughout 
my training - especially my hus- 
band Terry, my family and the 
parishioners of North Buckingham. 

Jenny Shields (7) 

Lenborough 

I am the mother of four super chil- 
dren, now a widow and a retired 
primary school teacher. We 
moved to Padbury in 1980 when 
my husband retired from 22 SAS 
Regt. It was an inspired move. I 
am looking forward to my min- 
istry in the four Benefice villages. 

Cathy Smith (10) 

Denham 

I am married to Mike and we 
have three children, Edward, 
Eleanor and Isabel. Having really 
enjoyed being an LLM in 
Beaconsfield for seven years, I am 
now looking forward to the new 
challenges of working with the 
people in the parish of Denham. 


Those marked with an asterisk did not 

train with the St Alban's and Oxford 
Ministry Course and so were not available 
for Frank Blackwell's group photograph 
taken at the London Bible College. 


The following 
deacons will be 
ordained priest: 

By the Bishop of Buckingham at 
All Saints, High Wycombe on 
Saturday, 28 September at 
5.30pm when the Preacher was 
to be the Revd Anne Ballard, 
priest-in-charge Ivinghoe w. 
Pitstone and Slapton: 

Diana Glover 
Wendy Graham 
Marion Hance 
Margaret Harper 
Wyn Jones 
Jim King 
Eric Nicholson 
Moira Spence 
Lissa Tozet 

By the Bishop of Reading at St 
Mary’s Reading on Sunday, 22 
September at 5pm. when the 
preacher was the Revd Dr Lee 
Rayfield, Area Dean of 
Maidenhead: 

Marina Brain 
Stephen Cousins 
Rosemary Green 
Rita Holden 
Keith Knee-Robinson 
Terrie Robinson 
John White 

By the Bishop of Reading at St 
Mary’s, Reading on Sunday, 29 
: September at 10.30pm when 
the preacher was to be the 
Revd John Robertson, Vicar of 
I St John the Baptist, Grove: 
John Edwards 
Keith Gruneberg 
Margot Hodson 
Alison Marshall 
Brian Pritchard 
Hilary Watkins 
Dilys Woosmore 

By the Bishop of Dorchester 
at St Mary’s, Witney on 
Sunday, 22 September at 4pm 
when the preacher was Jim 
Cotter, Christian writer. 

Hilary Campbell 
Ron Curtis 
Elizabeth Lakey 
Andrew Tweedy 

By the Bishop of Oxford at the 
Chapel of All Saints Convent on 
Sunday, 29 September at 5pm 
when the preacher was to be 
Canon Hugh Wybrew, Vicar of 
St Mary Magdalen, Oxford. 
Lome Denny 
Anthony Rustell 
Margaret Anne ASSP 


Is God calling you 
to lay or ordained 
ministry? 

The Oxford Diocese has a 
network of friendly 
Vocations Advisers who 
are here to help you 

For an Adviser near you ring: 

Hilary Unwin 01494 725228 
The Revd Robert Prance 
0118 940 5258 
The Revd Nicholas Gandy 
01235 812114 

Some vocations events 
Bucks Ordinands and vocations 
event with Bishop Mike, Sat 7 
December 2002 10 am - 2 pm, St 
Mary's Parish Hall, Princes Risborough. 
Ordinands from Bucks, those in training 
and those making first enquiries about 
ordained ministry are invited. D etails 
Revd Andrew Meynell 01844 342556. 
Oxfordshire 14 October 7.15-9.15 pm, 
at Kidlington, St Mary's Church. We will 
have students and staff from the various 
theological training programmes in 
Oxford to talk about their institutions. 
Berkshire Vocations Fellowship meets at 
8 pm on 11th November at St 
Michael's, Easthampstead. All welcome 


At the Cathedral on 28 
September, 5pm, the Bishop 
of Oxford was to ordain: 

Denise Brown (17) 

Beedon and Peasmore w. West 
Ilsley and Farnborough 

Married to David, an engineer 
and industrialist, we have two 
sons: Matthew (20) and Andrew 
(15). I worked in the computer 
industry after university and later 
trained to teach science. 
Collaborative ministry is really 
important to me and I am looking 
forward to serving my title as 
NSM in these rural villages. 

Allen Edwards (15) 

Didcot All Saints 

I am married to Jean and we have 
two daughters, Claire (25) and 
Helen (20). Since moving to 
Didcot four years ago we have 


ground which includes being a 
teacher, a Methodist lay worker a 
taxi driver and an Anglican 
church administrator. I am very 
much looking forward to the new 
experiences and challenges of 
rural ministry. 

Ian James (18) 

Holy Trinity Bracknell 

By night, Ian James will serve as an 
NSM in the Bracknell Team 
Ministry. By day, he is a lecturer in 
meteorology at the University of 
Reading. He also acts as Diocesan 
Environment Advisor. He is married 
to Mary, and has two very nearly 
grown up sons, Thom and Dan. 

Joseph Kennedy * 

Stratfield Mortimer and 
Mortimer West End w Padworth 

I was bom in Scotland, in 1969, 
have lived mostly in or near 


Lynn Trainor 

Ascot Heath All Saints 

Our household consists of myself, 
my husband Nick, our gorgeous, 
energetic children, Abi (10), Eden 
(8), Rosie (6) and Ruth (5), 7 
goldfish and an awful lot of cre- 
ative chaos. Our new home is in 
Ascot Heath, where I am working 
with Fr. Anthony Lury and the 
church of All Saints. 

David Webster (16) 

Hurst St Nicholas 

David Webster is married to 
Valerie, and their family include 
Julie and Nick, Debbie and Sylv. I 
have spent many years in busi- 
ness, mostly in the field of finance, 
during which I have had 19 
rewarding years as a Reader. I am 
thrilled at the prospect of having 
the privilege of serving as an 


At the Cathedral on 29 
September, 1030am, 
the Bishop of Oxford 
was to ordain 

Meyrick Beebee (14) 

Gerrards Cross 

Meyrick is married to Jane and 
they have four children. After five 
years in the Royal Navy and three 
years working in newspapers, he 
was managing director of a pub- 
lishing company for 26 years. From 
1997 to 1999 he was on the staff 
teams at St Peter and St Leonard’s, 
Iver and is currently at St James, 
Gerrards Cross with Fulmer. 

Glynis Bell (2) 

Newport Pagnell w Lathbury 
and Moulsoe 

I’ve l^ved in Newport Pagnell 
since 1978. My husband John 



been grateful for the support and 
encouragement which we have 
received from All Saints and 
Ladygrove and I look forward to 
my ministry in the Parish while 
remaining in full time employ- 
ment in the Nuclear Industry. 

Joanna Gallant (13) 

St Michael's Amersham 

I will be serving my title at St 
Michael and All Angels, 
Amersham. Nick, my husband, is 
Youth and Family Worker there 
and we have two daughters. We 
previously worked professionally 
in the entertainments industry and 
also have a deep concern for eco- 
logical issues. 

Pam Gordon (9) 

War grave 

Roy and I have been married for 
30 years. We have a married 
daughter and a son. Early retire- 
ment means I have the gift of time 
to be NSM. I look forward to serv- 
ing in a parish with new bound- 
aries, being part of growth in the 
worshipping community. 

Joy Hance (11) 

Cherbury 

I am married to Nick and we have 
three daughters and one grand- 
daughter. I come from a back- 


Edinburgh, and have worked in 
teaching, student welfare and 
postgraduate research. My wife, 
Emily, comes originally from 
London and now works in 
Reading as a trainee chartered 
accountant. I was prepared for 
ordination at St Stephen’s House. 

Anne Kiggell (8) 

Basildon w. A Id worth and 
Ashampstead 

Anne Kiggell is the retired editor 
of an education magazine, mar- 
ried to David, who was a school 
bursar. Both are involved in the 
life of St Clement’s, Ashampstead, 
the beautiful little downland 
church where Anne will be minis- 
tering. They have two married 
sons, and expect their first grand- 
child early next year. 

Rosalind Rutherford * 

Earley St Peter 

From history undergraduate to 
field worker for 3W1, to Toy 
Library organiser, to secondary 
teacher in London; marriage to 
Rob, commuting from Reading 
and soon, full-time mother of two 
daughters and adult basic skills 
tutor; then ordinand too. Now we 
look forward to new joys and chal- 
lenges as I begin ordained ministry. 


Ordained Minister, at St Nicholas, 
Hurst, and St Mary’s, Winnersh. 

Barbara Webb * 

Cumnor St Michael 

Derry and I moved to Abingdon 
eight years ago. We have three 
children and four grandchildren. I 
taught History in the London area 
for many years and more recently 
E.F.L. I have trained at Wyclifffe 
and will serve as a part-time NSM 
in Cumnor. 

Michael White (20) 

Shelswell 

Born in Poole, I worked in the 
Electricity and Retail Sectors living 
in Bognor, Ryde and Maidenhead 
before coming to Hardwick 
Bicester. I am married to Doreen 
and we have four grown-up chil- 
dren. I enjoy caravan holidays, 
walking, DIY and reading. I am 
looking forward to serving the 
people of the Shelswell Benefice. 


The preacher at the deacon ordinations 

was to be the Revd Vera S inton, Associate 
Minister, Oxford St Clement's and Tutor at 
the Oxford Centre for Youth Ministry. She 
was also to conduct their Retreat at 
Wantage from 26-28 September. 


died in 1979 and I have three chil- 
dren. I enjoy swimming, music, 
cooking, reading, doing cross- 
words and watching my grand- 
children, John, Andrew and 
Gemma grow. A Reader for 17 
years, I am looking forward to 
this new stage in my ministry. 

Derrick Carr (19) 

Amersham St Mary with 
Coleshill 

I am married to Elaine and we 
will be ordained at the same time. 
I work as a Management 
Consultant, live in High 
Wycombe and have four children. 
I enjoy walking, computing and 
my four grandchildren. 

Elaine Carr (3) 

St Andrew's, Hatters Lane 

I am married to Derrick. We have 
four children and four grandchil- 
dren, and we live in High 
Wycombe. I work as a private 
piano teacher, and enjoy walking, 
swimming, Scrabble and my 
grandchildren. 

Susan Fellows (5) 

Weston Turville 

I am married with two children, 
a son-in-law and two grandchil- 
dren. I am lucky to be part of a 
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Spring into action 


THE terrible events 
at Soham still cast 
a shadow over the 
lives of parents and 
all who have chil- 
dren in their care. 

But Soham 
should not blind 
us to the truth 
that most children 
will pass into 
adulthood in perfect safety or 
mislead us into thinking that 
we can legislate against 
every tragedy. So ‘One 
Two Three Alive’, the»the 
Diocese of Oxford’s new 
training programme (page 
18) is a welcome and posi- 
tive reminder that our 
responsibility is not just to 
keep children safe but to 
equip them for the adven- 
ture of life. 

All who watched the 
Soham tragedy unfold must 
have felt both sympathy and 
admiration for the the Revd 
Tim Alban Jones, the priest at 
St Mary’s Church. Doubdess 
he received much support 
from colleagues but ultimate- 
ly he was on his own, coping 
magnificently, in that vast sea 
of flowers and grief. 

In his wildest nightmares he 
could not have possibly have 
forseen that one day his every 
word would be the subject of 
media focus. Yet all the men 
and women whose ordina- 
tions we celebrate in this issue 
(page 7) are called to serve 
their communities come what 
may. Please God they will 


never have to 
face another 
Soham but 
inevitably they 
and their families 
will face huge 
demands. They 
need our prayers 
very much. 

The death of 
one child is 
always a cause for deep sad- 
ness. But every single day 
19,000 children in our world 
die as a result of their coun- 
try’s foreign debts and that is 
a cause not just for grief but 
for shame. One World 
Week’s theme this year is 
‘Into Action’. It is so easy to 
feel defeated by the scale of 
the tragedy but at least we 
can make a start. To find out 
how turn to our One World 
Week feature (page 6). 

One woman who refused 
to be defeated by anything 
was Baroness Young. She was 
a permanent fixture on my 
list of future candidates for 
our God in the life of feature. 

I was simply awaiting the 
moment when she was not 
too busy in the House of 
Lords. Sadly I waited too 
long and Lady Young died in 
Oxford on 6 September But 
The DOOR’s loss is surely 
heaven’s gain. Her faith, her 
unfailing courtesy and her 
courage in fighting the cause 
of Christian family life were 
proof enough that God was 
indeed in her life. 

Christine Zwart 



Diocesan Appointments 


The Revd Jonathan Baker, Vicar of Holy 
Trinity and St Mark Reading, to be 
Principal of Pusey House, St Giles, Oxford; 
The Revd David Bouskill, Assistant 
Curate in the Henley Deanery, to be Team 
Vicar in the Bicester Team Ministry; The 
Revd Christopher Boyce, Vicar, New 
Brighton St James w. Emmanuel to be 
Team Minister in the Bicester Team 
Ministry; The Revd Christine Dale, Team 
Vicar, Bracknell Team Ministry, to be 
incumbent of East Woodhay and Woolton 
Hill; The Revd John Draper, Rector 
Chinnor w. Sydenham and Emmington, 
Aston Rowant and Crowell; The Revd 
Robin Lapwood, formerly Priest in 
Charge Marcham w. Garford to be 
Chaplain, Summerfields School Oxford; 
The Revd David Lloyd, Vicar, Bampton w. 
Clanfield to also be Area Dean Witney 
Deanery; The Revd Monica Mills, URC 
Minister, to be Minister in Charge, St 
Francis Banbury (CE/URC joint appoint- 
ment); The Revd Jonathan Page, Curate 
at Littlemore, to be incumbent, 
Chaddesden St Paul w. Derby; The Revd 


Elias Polomski, Priest in Charge Streatley 
w. Moulsford to be Priest in Charge 
Streatley; The Revd Stuart Richards, 
Assistant Curate Reading All Saints, to be 
Senior Assistant Priest, St Alphege, 
Solihull; The Revd Bob Rhodes, Team 
Vicar in oxford to be USPG Missionary in 
Belize; The Venerable Eddie Shirras, 
PTO to be Priest in Charge (house for 
duty) Marcham w. Garford; The Revd 
Corinne Smith, Curate Abingdon St 
Helen, to be Chaplain of Pembroke 
College, Oxford; The Revd Michael 
Sserunkuma, Assistant Chaplain, Royal 
Berks and Battle Hospital NHSTrust,tobe 
Chaplaincy Team Leader; The Revd 
Elizabeth Stone, Curate of the Parish of 
Brentford, to be part-time Stipendiary 
Curate Shaw cum Donnington St Mary; 
The Revd Stephen Weston, Team Rector, 
Chipping Norton Team Ministry, to be also 
Area Dean, Chipping Norton Deanery; The 
Revd Paul Winchester, Rector of 
Tushingham and Whitewell (retired) to 
have PTO in Oxford. 

PTO = 'permission to officiate' 


Let’s share our treasures 

In the light of the current 'formal conversation' between Anglicans and Methodists, the Revd Tony Dickinson, 
Ecumenical Officer for Bucks, says both Churches have much to gain from working more closely together 


THROUGHOUT the history of 
Anglican-Methodist conversa- 
tions the vision of closer union 
has focused on the mission of a 
re-united Church. The report 
currendy being considered by 
the two Churches reminds us 
that, ‘The goal was one 
Church united for mission and 
service. The purpose of unity 
was mission. Only a united 
Church could make the gospel 
known.’ 

Important in making that 
vision reality is what the report 
calls ‘the healing of memories’, 
whose aim (to quote from the 
report) ‘is not to put the clock 
back, to gloss over differences, 
and to construct a mono- 
chrome unity. It is to harvest 
our diversity, to share our trea- 
sures and to remedy our short- 
comings, so that we may enjoy 
together what we believe God 
has already given our churches 
and still holds in store for us.’ 

Asked what treasures the 
Anglican tradition has shared 
with Methodism, my 
Methodist wife answered 
‘John and Charles Wesley’. We 
might add the High Church 
piety which shaped the home 
in which the Wesleys were 
brought up and formed 
Wesleyan liturgy for over two 
centuries. 

The devil does not have 
all the best tunes 

Today, as mission increasingly 
shapes our thinking and as 
established patterns of church 
life come under strain (and 
scrutiny) as never before, 
Methodism has much to share 
with the Church of England. 
Not that the Wesleys ever 
intended to found a separate 
denomination. Their concern 
was to equip the Church of 
their day for mission in situa- 
tions where traditional parish 
life was failing to reach a grow- 
ing population with little or no 
knowledge of Christian faith. 
Methodism began as a mis- 
sionary movement within the 
established Church, and, as 
such, is immensely relevant to 
our situation. 

First among Methodism’s 
treasures are the Wesleys’ 
hymns, both John’s transla- 
tions and Charles’s original 
compositions: the one making 


available the treasures of 
German pietism; the other 
working in a tradition with 
roots in the Eastern Church, 
glorifying God through a sub- 
tle mosaic of scriptural quota- 
tion, allusion and echo, to cre- 
ate, as the Wesleys intended, ‘a 


little body of experimental and 
practical divinity’. These 
hymns, easily assimilated, 
formed the piety of genera- 
tions. They represent ‘poplar 
poetry’ at its best and were set 
to popular music. Many of 
Charles’s hymns were written 
for tunes sung in the streets of 
18th-century Britain. When he 
wrote ‘Love divine, all loves 
excelling’ to the melody of one 
of Henry Purcell’s best-known 
songs for the stage, Charles 
was anticipating William 
Booth’s famous question, 
‘Why should the devil have all 
the best tunes?’, by more than 
100 years. 

John Wesley's immense 
organising skill. 

The second, less obvious, trea- 
sure is John Wesley's immense 
organising skill. The frame- 
work which he bequeathed to 
Methodism allows three 
important developments. It 
provides for the growth of the 
whole people of God, a sharing 
of life in Christ that embraces 
ministers and lay people as 
active members. From local 
circuit to Methodist 
Conference, clergy and laity 
have an equal voice in church 
governance. It enables the laity. 
Those with gifts of communi- 


cating the Gospel are encour- 
aged and trained as local 
preachers. It provides mutual 
pastoral care and what we 
would now call ‘spiritual direc- 
tion’ at the local level. The 
‘class meeting’ enables the 
development of gifts of dis- 


cernment and provides mutual 
support and encouragement in 
the Christian life. 

Such treasures are increasing- 
ly valued in the life of the 
Church of England. Deaneries 
have begun to behave like 
Methodist Circuits, taking on 
responsibility for decisions 
about finance and the provi- 
sion of pastoral care. Area 
Deans are developing, in part- 
nership with their Bishop, the 
sort of authority and oversight 
that Circuit Superintendents 
have in Methodism. In addition, 
the sense of clergy and laity 
working together as a team has 
become increasingly important, 
especially in rural areas, where 
clergy and lay ministers have 
developed patterns of itinerant 
ministry (part of Methodism 
from the beginning) to meet the 
needs of small communities in 
large groupings. 

Lay training programmes and 
the growth of lay ministry in 
recent years also reflect classical 
Methodist concerns. John 
Wesley was a great populariser 
and educator. He wanted to 
enable people to know their 
faith, to express it in word and 
action, and to live as fully as the 
circumstances of their life 
would allow. 

Finally, the ‘class meeting’ 


(fading in Methodism) has 
found a new lease of life in 
Anglican congregations as the 
‘house-group’ or ‘discipleship 
group’, bringing back into the 
English Church an experiment 
in Christian living which began 
with the German Reformer 
Martin Bucer in 16th-century 
Strasbourg. Here again John 
Wesley, who famously regard- 
ed the world as his parish, links 
the English Church to develop- 
ments in Christian life else- 
where in Europe. More could 
also be said about Methodism’s 
role in enriching English 
Church life with the Eastern 
Orthodox influences which lie 
behind Methodist teaching on 
Christian perfection and 
insights from the Reformation 
in mainland Europe. 

Modern Methodism has 
equally produced treasures to 
be shared: the hymns of Fred 
Pratt Green; the scholarship of 
Raymond George, Geoffrey 
Wainwright and Kingsley 
Barrett; the skill of Colin 
Morris and Leslie Griffiths in 
communicating the Gospel; the 
social concern of Donald Soper 
and Jack Burton, giving mod- 
em dress to John Wesley's con- 
cern for ‘social holiness’. The 
typically Methodist concern for 
the Outcast and marginalised is 
reflected in the work of stations 
like the Whitechapel Mission 
amid the most deprived sec- 
tions of English society. 

The sense of being wholly 
at God’s disposal 
But, ultimately, the greatest 
treasure of Methodism is the 
sense of being wholly at God’s 
disposal in mission and min- 
istry, expressed in these words 
from the Covenant Service: 

‘We are no longer our own, 
but yours. 

Put us to what you will, rank 
us with whom you will; 

Put us to doing, put us to 
suffering; 

Let us be employed for you or 
laid aside for you, exalted for 
you or brought low for you; 
Let us be full, let us be empty; 
Let us have all things, let us 
have nothing; 

We freely and wholeheartedly 
yield all things to your plea- 
sure and disposal. ’ 

This is an edited version of a paper given 
at the Diocesan Convention. 



THE CHURCH 
The Methodist Church OF ENGLAND 


Earlier attempts to unite the Anglican and Methodist Churches 
have failed. However the latest conversations reported in 'An 
Anglican-Methodist Covenant’ are more realistic. They seek not 
full unity but ways of working more closely together especially 
in mission. The report was endorsed by General Synod in July 
and now goes to diocesan synods and deaneries for discussion. 


Celtic Pil grimage 26tk J une - 4th July 2002 


Forty-two Pilgrims from Holy Trinity Church 
Cookham, set off by coach to discover Celtic 
Spirituality led by their Vicar, Father Michael Smith. 

The trip took us to some key places in the history of 
Celtic Christianity. We had the opportunity to worship 
together and learn more about our Christian Heritage. 
In York, we attended Choral Evensong in the ancient 
Minster, in Durham Cathedral we were able to share 
with the congregation of Granduands and guests of 
lovely Choral Evensong where the retiring Dean gave 
the address. Compline followed in the Galilee Chapel 


GROUP TRAVEL SERVICE 
FOR CHRISTIANS - UK 8 WORLDWIDE 

Tours tailor-made with your budget and 
itinerary in mind 

Ask about our Celtic Tour and in the Footsteps of Paul 
...... and others 

Contact: Wendy Bilfington, 

Specialist in Christian Group Travel 

BILLINGTON 

TRAVEL 

White Hart Parade, Riverhead, Sevenoaks, Kent TNI 3 2BJ 

Tel: 01732 460666 


after a guided tour of the Cathedral. 

On Holy Island, we celebrated communion in St. Mary's 
Church and remembered the lives of St. Aidan and St. 
Cuthbert especially. 

We then travelled across the beautiful countryside of 
Scotland to Iona and shared in the Sunday evening 
silent worship. The Community there offered us the use 
of St. Michael's Chapel for Communion the fallowing 
day (1st July). We prayed for those being ordained and 
celebrated Father Michael's Ordination Anniversary too. 
What a moving service for us all on that small, 
beautiful and rugged Island. 

We finally made our way back home via the ancient city 
of Chester. Again we were lucky enough to arrive on St. 
Thomas's day, when a full Choral Eucharist was being 
held at the Cathedral and the address given by Canon 
Christopher Burkett, a nephew of someone in our party. 
Father Michael arranged a final Eucharist in the Lady 
Chapel of Chester, which really did complete the most 
inspirational pilgrimage for us all, returning us, 
refreshed both physically and spiritually to our lovely 
church by the Thames. 

Our thanks go to Father Michael and Billington Travel 
of Sevenoaks, Kent (01732 460666) who did all the 
hard work to make it possible for us. 

Ann Howard, Churchwarden. 


WANTAGE MALE 
VOICE CHOIR 

Requires a 

Deputy Conductor 

(male or female) 

This position would suit an enthusiastic Young 
Musician (looking for conducting experience), 
or possibly an experienced singer. A candidate 
who demonstrates commitment and ability will 
be guaranteed some concert conducting. 

The choir, which numbers approx. 30/35 
singers, already boasts an experienced 
accompanist. 

Repertoire includes songs from shows, 
spirituals, hymns (occasionally in Welsh) and 
folk songs. 

We mainly sing to support Charities and can 
only offer a contribution towards expenses. 

Applications in writing by 18th October to: 

P. Pepler, Challow Marsh Farm, East Challow, 
Wantage 0X12 0ED 
Or email: phil@ppepler.freeserve.co.uk 
Phone: 01235 762 197 


Greenway 

Antiques 



Antiques and decorative 

OBJECTS BOUGHT 

and sold. Also 

GARDEN 
RELATED 
ITEMS. STADDLE 
STONES, STONE 
TROUGHS ETC. 


A Member 
of C.A.D.A 


90 Corn Street, Witney, 
Oxon. 0X28 6BU 


Tel: 01993 705026 





Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony and 
celebration 


0 rdination Stoles 

and all embroidered vestments 
and furnishings including Altar 
F rontals and Banners. 
Traditional and contemporary 
designs made to commission. 
Embroidery repairs undertaken. 

Plain and embroidered 
altar linen. 


Please contact : ★ New Address ★ 

Christine Donaldson, OPUS, 3 Walnut Drive, 
Maids Moreton, Buckingham MK18 1Q| 

Tel: 01280 816055 
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to the editor 


Celibacy: see it as a gift 


THE recent 
spate of child 
abuse accusa- 
tions against 
Roman 
Catholic priests 
has raised again 
the thorny 
question of the 
place of celiba- 
cy in the priest- 
hood. The logic 
seems question- 
able, for if 
someone is 
going to be involved in child 
abuse they will be whether 
single or married. 

Christian celibacy, the liv- 
ing out of a commitment to 
abstain from sexual rela- 
tionships and marriage is, at 
best, a vital spiritual 
resource deserving proper 
understanding. 

Priestly celibacy, as a pol- 
icy, emanated not so much 
from theologians as from 
Church accountants around 
1000 years ago when it was 
felt that unencumbered 
priests would be cheaper to 
maintain. Inevitably theo- 
logical rationalisations 
evolved over the centuries 
often citing St Paul’s wish 
that other believers could be, 
‘as I am’ (1 Cor 7v7). He 
meant ‘unencumbered by a 
spouse’, although it is likely 
he was at one time married. 

He went on to affirm 
Christian celibacy as a gift: 
‘each man has his own gift 
from God; one has this gift, 
another has that.’ It seems to 
me that when celibacy is seen 
as a joyfully-accepted gift of 
God there can be no logical 
link with abusive sexual 
practices, but if imposed as 
an unwelcome discipline that 
may not be the case. 

All of us live somewhere 
along a line, a sort of con- 
tinuum of human sexuality, 


on which we 
have to find 
our rightful 
place. That 
place will usu- 
ally, but not 
always, be in 
relation to 
other people. 
Some never 
find it. Others 
live in devas- 
tating denial of 
their rightful 
place along it. 
There is a powerful nexus 
between sexuality and cre- 
ativity. At its basic level sex- 
ual intercourse can result in 
the creation of a child, but it 
is also true that potentially 
sexual energies can be posi- 
tively redirected (let’s avoid 
the Freudian idea of ‘subli- 
mated’) to benefit society 
and church as a whole. 

I admire people for whom 
celibacy is part of their walk 
with God. But there may be 
psychological, physiological 
or cultural reasons why it 
presents itself as an option, 
indeed a gift, to them. 
Celibate people through his- 
tory and up to the present 
were and are great divines, 
significant artists, inspira- 
tional musicians and life- 
giving writers. 

The obverse is that where 
people relate in close sexual 
relationship - Christian 
marriage - then potential 
for a different kind of God- 
given creativity can be pre- 
sent between them. Celibate 
St Paul knew this and 
sought to model Christian 
marriage on Christ’s rela- 
tionship with His Church: 
high ideal indeed. 

The Revd Mark Rudall is Assistant 
Curate in the Wallingford Team 
Ministry. He recently look part in a 
BBC Radio 4 discussion on the sub- 
ject of celibacy. He is married. 



Mark Rudall 
writes 


How much do clergy get out of funerals • dreaming unconventional dreams • closing the 
Pandora’s box • what is the Church doing for Zimbabwe • an insight on Bishop Patrick 


The cost of funerals 

The full page of adverts 
encouraging people to take up 
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans in the 
September DOOR (page 14) 
attributes the increase in the 
cost of funerals beyond the 
rate of inflation partly to the 
increase in fees for the clergy. 
We need to remind ourselves 
of the small proportion of 
the total average cost of a 
funeral - £2048 - paid as a 
fee to the clergy - £39. This 
is passed on to the diocese 
and contributes to clergy 
stipends. The average time 
taken up with pre-funeral 
visits, the preparation of the 
funeral service and officiat- 
ing at the service - let alone 
travel time to a crematorium 
- must exceed four hours. 
£10 an hour is hardly exces- 
sive. 

Canon John Crowe 

Dorchester 


At the eleventh hour 

Due to various circum- 
stances, my decision to 
attend the Diocesan 
Convention was almost at 
the eleventh hour. However it 
seemed that God wanted me 
to be there as he paved the 
way so smoothly. ‘The one 
who calls you is faithful and 
he will do it.’ (1 Thess 5 v24). 

It is not easy to convey 
with words on paper the 
spirit of a situation and the 
excitement of an experience. 
The services, meetings, semi- 
nars and workshops con- 
tained much to challenge 
and inspire and the wealth of 
choice on the programme 
catered for great diversity 
and covered a wide range of 
topics. 

I went along to a conven- 
tion and came away feeling 
‘unconventional’. I left 
Wycombe Abbey School 
after the final Communion 
Service greatly blessed and 
privileged to have been part 
of such a memorable event. 


Thank you to all those who 
‘dared to dream dreams’ in a 
practical and prayerful way 
in the implementation of a 
vision of what God can do 
when hearts and minds unite 
in a unique undertaking. 
Jean Rae 
Caversham 


Not a place for politics 

It is unfortunate that Door 
opening has been accompa- 
nied by lid opening of the 
Pandora’s box of politics. 
Mild criticism of Margaret 
Thatcher has provoked 
Richard Lawson’s letter con- 
taining a quite unjustified 
insult to the railway trade 
unions of which I have been 
a lifelong member. I could 
say a lot more about his let- 
ter, but I think The DOOR is 
not the place for lengthy 
political discussion. 

John R. Batts, 

Banbury 


Sunday browbeating? 

It was with a sinking heart 
that I realised that ‘Racial 
Justice Sunday’ was upon us 
yet again. This annual ritual 
of self-abasement and sancti- 
monious browbeating might 
be a little more bearable if 
the Church had said or done 
anything whatsoever to 
counter the brutal racist 
eradication of the white pop- 
ulation of Zimbabwe, our 
sister Anglican Province. 

When the Church can 
demonstrate that its ‘anti- 
racist’ concern extends even 
to those who have the mis- 
fortune to have been born 
with skin of an unfashion- 
able colour, then it might be 
possible to listen to the 
Church with a little less con- 
tempt. Until then a humble 
silence on the subject of 
racism would be as welcome 
as it would be surprising. 

Mr J R Bell 

Wexham 
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wona wide unnsuan vision 

There is one aspect of the min- 
istry of our former Bishop of 
Oxford, Patrick Rodger, 
which deserves comment in 
addition to the excellent 
Obituary article by Vincent 
Strudwick in the September 
issue. In addition to having a 
‘fine mind and great compas- 
sion’ Bishop Patrick brought 
to the Diocese in 1978 what it 
sorely needed ‘a world wide 
Christian vision’. 

In 1979 Patrick ‘called 
together’ a working group to 
plan what became the Partners 
in Mission Consultation held 
in 1981. In this Consultation 
he invited 14 church leaders 
from across the world wide 
Church to visit the Diocese of 
Oxford. For over three weeks 
they examined our life and mis- 
sion across the three counties 
and beyond. They came from 
Scotland and Myanmar 
(Burma), from Tanzania and 
France and many other coun- 
tries. Roman Catholics and 
Lutherans joined with 
Anglicans and others to present 
a critical and far-seeing report. 

This was presented to the 
Diocesan Synod in a marquee 
in Dorchester following ‘an 
Act of Re-dedication and 
Renewal’ at the close of a 
Eucharist and Celebration of 
Partnership in the Abbey in 
October 1981. Printed in full 
by the decision of Synod, 
Bishop Patrick saw that the 
report, with its criticisms and 
recommendations had a wide 
circulation in the Diocese. 

Reading the report again 
after 21 years it is encouraging 
to see how many of the 
prophetic recommendations 
have been acted on. I can only 
quote a few examples. 

‘The Church should be an 
agent of Change rather than 
the only stronghold in this 
world that does not change.’ 
Our present Bishop Richard 
echoed this at the Convention 
recently when he described 
those who attended saying 


‘one conviction that united us 
is that the Church needs to 
change’. 

‘Would the suspicion of 
bureaucracy in Church House 
be eased if for example the 
ODM carried human profiles 
from time to time of those 
who carry the responsibility?’ 
The Door, the successor to the 
old ODM (Oxford Diocesan 
Magazine ), has printed many 
profiles of our Diocesan staff. 
‘A Council for Education and 
Training could meet the needs 
of the Diocese in exploring 
new forms of ministry?’ This 
has surely been acted upon 
with success. 

But perhaps the most signifi- 
cant outcome of the 
Consultation was in the lead- 
ership of the international 
Partners in Mission Team 
itself. This team of 14 people 
not only produced a detailed 
and unanimous report which 
was acted on. But Frank 
Weston the Team leader, at 
that time the Principal of 
Edinburgh Theological 
College, was the next year 
called by Bishop Patrick and 
appointed Archdeacon of 
Oxford, a post he filled for 16 
years. It was poacher turned 
gamekeeper as Frank worked 
with Bishop Patrick to imple- 
ment many of the recommen- 
dations of the PIM report. 

Not only was he at the centre 
of the Diocese working out a 
detailed response to his own 
report but in time Frank 
chaired the new Diocesan 
Partnership in World Mission 
Council inaugurated in 1995. 
He arranged the Link with the 
Kimberley and Kuruman 
Diocese which is now such cen- 
tral part of the life of the Diocese. 
In this way Bishop Patrick’s 
‘world-wide Christian vision’ is 
being fulfilled and for him and 
his vision we give thanks. 

Canon Bill Whiffen 

Milton Keynes 

The memorial service for Bishop 
Patrick will be at the Cathedral, Oxford 
on 23 November, 6pm. All are welcome. 
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Christ Church Cathedral 

OXFORD 


The annual service of evensong 
to commemorate 
Frideswide, 
patron saint of Oxford 
will be held at 


CHRIST CHURCH 

on 

Wednesday 16th October 2002 
at 6.00pm 


The Dean and Chapter warmly invite 
the public to attend the service, 
sung by the Cathedral Choir 


RAILWAY RELICS 

COlltCTOH BUYS 

Enamel Station Names (£250 min) 
Posters, Tickets, carriage prints, 
Locomotive plates 

HIGHEST PRICES PAID 

TEL: 01788 521491 


MIDWINTER 

TABLEWARE 

Popular patterns 
available for 
replacements/additions 
We also buy 
Call: 

020 8888 4725 



BERKSHIRE GUIDE ASSOCIATION 
THIRTOVER PLACE, COLD ASH, 
NR. NEWBURY 

The large house is available during the week (excluding School 
holidays) for Conferences, Meetings, Quiet Days, Music Groups 
etc. Accommodation includes a Lounge, a fully equipped 
kitchen, a dining room with seating for 36, an activity room, 
a first aid room and two downstairs toilets. 

There are five bedrooms and two shower/toilets upstairs, 
if groups wish to stay overnight. 

The whole house is centrally heated. The 7 acre grounds 
include a Pond and an Outdoor Chapel area. 

Details from: Mrs R. Boswell, Highacre, 
Henwick Manor Farm, Henwick, Thatcham, 
Berkshire RG18 9 HR. Tel . 0163S 86S816 


R E E L I F E 

RECORDINGS 


For all your Christian 
recording needs, 
including: 

Laverick Hall, Halton 
Lancaster LA2 6PH 
T 01524 811282 
F 01524 811959 

www.reelife-recordings.co.uk 

sales@reelife-recordings.co.u|j: 



LCD projectors 
Video 8t Mu - ft media 
PA Systems 




" When l first spoke out about the suffering we inflict on animals, I was amazed by 
the overwhelming response and left in no doubt that many Christians long for the 
Church to demonstrate its concern about this issue." 

The Rt Rev richard Llewellin, bishop of Lambeth, Vice-President ASWA 

Sunday, October 6th 
is 


Animal Welfare 
Sunday 

Please celebrate it with the aid of 
our Free Information pack 

(Complete service booklet, sermon suggestions, background facts) 

Contact us by email: AngSocWelAnimals@aol.com 
phone 01252 843093 or post to: 

P.O. Box 7193, Hook, Hampshire RG27 8GT 
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Diocesan Prayer Diary 


Courses • conferences • lectures • drama 
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Stewardship 
Training 
Evangelism and 
Ministry 

Rolling Programme: 
Introduction to Portfolio 9, 

23 October and 6 November at 
St Michael’s New marston, led 
by the Revd Jo Coney, 7.30 - 
9.30pm, £15. 

Pastoral Healing Day 

23 November at All Saints, 
Dedworth near Windsor, led by 
the Revd Phillip Tovey, 10 - 
4pm, £15. 

Ministry in the Workplace 

7 December at Church House, 
led by the Revd Nick Parish, 10 
- 4pm, £15. 

Details from ]uliet Ralph 
(01865) 208282 

St Michael and All Angels 
20 October - 17 November 

‘Finding God at the Heart of 
Things’ Explore our spiritual 
treasure with ways into prayer, 
and teaching and sharing from our 
saints and mystics. Led by Revd 
Philip Roderick, 6 - 8pm, £5 per 
evening. Details (01494) 726680 

St Theosevia Centre for 
Christian Spirituality 

Russian Christians of the 
Emigration in Paris 12 

October at 2 Canterbury Road, 
10.30 - 4pm. Speakers: Bishop 
Basil of Sergievo and Fr Sergei 
Hakel, £10, concessions £8. 

Travels to Remote 
Monasteries in Ethiopia 
and Turkey 9 November at 2 
Canterbury Road, 1 1 - 4pm. 
Speakers: Mrs Diana Spencer 
and Dr Sebastian Brock, £10, 
concessions £8. 

Living the Gospel through 


Studies in Christian Ethics 

- United Benefice of 
Blewbury, Hagboune and 
Upton. 

2nd October Living lives wor- 
thy of the gospel.’ How 
Christians make moral decisions. 
Revd Dr Andrew Goddard. 

Tutor in Ethics, Wycliffe Hall 
9 October What, if anything, 
is wrong with Euthanasia? Revd 
Nick Fennemore. 

1 7 October When does life 
begin? Dr James Penney, former- 
ly Principal Lecturer in Theology 
at Westminster College. 

23 October Is genetic engineering 
‘playing God’? The Revd Dr Lee 
Rayfield, Area Dean of Maidenhead 
All evenings at Blewbury Primary 
School, Westbrook Road , Blewbury, 8 - 
9.30pm. Refreshments from 7.30pm. 
Cost: £3 per session, or £8 for the course. 
Details: Jenny Loder (01235) 510199 

Cottesloe 
Christian Training 
Programme 

3 October ‘I am with 
you always’ A Quiet 
Day led by Sister Hazel at Old 
Stables, Cublington 10 - 3pm, £8. 

8 October What is Worship^? 
Thinking about what we are 
doing when we worship 8 - 
9.30pm, £7. 

9 November Speaking and 
Reading in Church, for readers, 
intercessors and all who lead 
services. At Padbury Church 10 

- 12.30pm, £7. 

9 November Leading 
Intercessions, how to plan the 
prayers and resources to help. 

At Padbury Church, 1.30 - 
4pm, £7. 

30 November Designing and 
Leading Informal Services. At 



Riding Lights Theatre Co. 
national tour will be in Abingdon 
on Tuesday 15 October with 
‘Science Fiction’ See What’s On 

Effective marriage preparation 

2 November You are invited to a 
training day at Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 10 
- 4pm. For both lay and clergy, this 
course equips those who want to 
run effective marriage preparation 
courses in their parishes. Details: 

Jeni Hobbs (01865) 208252 

Federation of Christian 
Caring and Counselling 

9 November The Autumn 
Workshop is at Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford 
9.30 - 2.45 pm. followed by the 
AGM at 3 pm. David Blackledge, 
Director of Personal Wholeness 
Trust, and Brian Ventham, a 
UKCP registered psychotherapist 
with a theology degree, will lead the 
workshop on ‘Making the Vision a 
Reality’ within an agency and with- 
in our own private practice. All wel- 
come. Members £15, non-members 
£20. Please bring packed lunch. 

Association Church Editors 

Sat 1 6 Nov First National 
Conference for Church Magazine 
Editors, University of Birmingham, 
guest speaker Dr Martin Stringer, 
Head of the Department of 
Theology. Details Michael Jameson 
01 727 865498 www.ac-editors.co.uk 


May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believ- 
ing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Romans 15:13 

Let us pray to God our Father 
for: 

Tuesday 1st Abingdon 
Deanery in thanksgiving for the 
ministry of the former area dean 
- Leighton Thomas. For Eddie 
Shirras to be house for duty, 
priest-in-charge, at Marcham 
with Garford, and Peter Doll to 
be vicar of St Michael and St 
Nicholas Abingdon - both to be 
inducted this month. For the 
outcome of the deanery youth 
event held in July. For the area 
dean - John Cooper: synod lay 
chairman - Joanna Birkett. 
Wednesday 2nd Abingdon 
Team Ministry: clergy - 
Michael Goode, Charmian 
Manship, Timothy Hewes, 

Tim Davis, Peter Walker, 
Andrew Atherstone, Danny 
Wignall, Stephen Godfrey, 
Christopher Seaman, Pauline 
Seaman: LLMs - Martin 
Hayward, Roger Hancox, 
Barry Taylor, David Lever, 
Derek Walker, Colin Wood, 
Ian Kemp. 

Thursday 3rd Appleton: 
Besselsleigh: clergy - Bob 
Penman, Hilary Watkins^ 
Cumnor; Farmoor, Dean Court; 
clergy - Clive Gardner, Barbara 
Webb; full time youth worker - 
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clergy - Keith Triplow. 

THE NINETEENTH SUN- 
DAY AFTER TRINITY 
Sunday 6th The work of our 
church’s missionary societies - 
USPG, CMS AND SAMS, and 
for parish links with all churches 
overseas. For the diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman and 
for their Bishop Itumeleng 
Moseki and the staff and clergy 
of the diocese. 

Mon da y 7th Kennington: clergy 
- Terry Smith, Tony Johnson. 
Tuesday 8th Marcham with 
Garford: for the churchwardens 
during the vacancy. Radley with 
Sunningwell; clergy - Tom 
Gibbons, Tony Rogerson: LLM 
-Terry Ingham. 

Wednesday 9th Steventon 
with Milton (Group Ministry 
with Sutton Courtenay with 
Appleford and Drayton): cler- 
gy - Colin Patching: LLMs - 
Jack Jarvis, Tim Budd. 
Thursday 10th Sutton 
Courtenay with Appleford 
(Group Ministry with Drayton 
and Steventon with Milton): 
clergy - Katie Jones; and for 
the churchwardens during the 
vacancy. 

Friday 11th Wootton and 
Dry Sandford: clergy - John 
Cooper. 

Saturday 12th Our 

Archdeacons - John Morrison 
(Oxon), Sheila Watson - 
Archdeacon elect (Bucks), 
Norman Russell (Berks). 
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live as brothers and sisters 
endowed with human dignity 
as members of your human 
family. 

Monday 14th Board of 
Stewardship^ raining, 
Evangelism and Ministry 
(STEM): Keith Lamdin, 
Marilyn Parry, Christine 
Redgrave, Andrew Meynell, 
Hilary Unwin, Jenny Hyson. 
Tuesday 15th STEM Contd: 
Barbara Doubtfire, Judi 
Hattaway, Joanna Coney, 
Phillip Tovey, David Haylett, 
Andrew Gear, Christopher 
Neal, Beren Hartless, Jeni 
Hobbs, Pauline Mackinnon. 
Yvonne Ryan, Valerie Hooley, 
Kay Slack, Juliet Ralph, 

Katrina Hartley. 

Wednesday 16th Aston and 
Cuddesdon Deanery in thanks- 
giving for the ministry of the 
former area dean - John 
Crowe. For the appointment 
of the new incumbent of 
Chinnor with Emmington and 
Sydenham, Aston Rowant 
with Crowell. For all those 
involved in the work of 
restoration and improvements 
at Dorchester Abbey. For the 
area dean - Andrew Hawken: 
synod lay chairman - Peter 
Knatchbull-Hugessen. 
Thursday 17th Benson: 
clergy - Andrew Hawken; 
LLM - John English. 

Friday 18th LUKE THE 
EVANGELIST For our hospi- 
tals and hospices. For the 
church’s ministry of healing: 
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Nicholas Gandy, David 
Pritchard, Lee Rayfield, 
Nicholas Molony, Carole 
Hough, Peggy Faithful. 

THE TWENTY-FIRST SUN- 
DAY AFTER TRINITY ONE 
WORLD WEEK 
Sunday 20th M?y God’s bless- 
ing inspire us: to work and to 
worship as if people matter; to 
speak and to serve as if people 
matter; to live and to love as if 
people matter; as much to each 
of us as they do to Jesus. 
Monday 21st Hospital chap- 
lains contd: Steven Barnes, 
Bernard Dagnall, Michael 
Smith, Beau Stevenson, Liz 
Johnson, Oliver Howell, James 
Cocke, Nick Fennemore, 
Anthony McGowan, Stephanie 
Bullock, Victoria Slater. 
Tuesday 22nd Hospital 
chaplains contd: Elizabeth 
Jackson, Michael Sserunkuma, 
Judy Davies, Christopher Neal, 
Lydia Cook, Andrew Petit, John 
Salter, Christopher Evans, Paul 
Deeming, Richard Cheek, 

Derek Nuttall, Peter Stanway, 
Roger Stillman. 

Wednesday 23rd 
Chalgrove with Berrick 
Salome: clergy - Ian Cohen: 
LLM - Robert Heath-Whyte. 
Thursday 24th Chinnor 
with Emmington and 
Sydenham, Aston Rowant with 
Crowell: clergy - Joan Deval, 
Serena Hutton: and for the 
churchwardens during the 
vacancy: LLMs - Maurice 

n<jrb-pc n-iuin Rompft n<iuirl 


i 

Cutts, Brian Newey. I 

Saturday 26th Ewelme, 1 
Brightwell Baldwin and Cuxham 1 
with Easington: clergy - Martin 
Gamer; LLM - John Burbidge, 
George Cannon. 

THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER \ 
TRINITY BIBLE SUNDAY | 
Sunday 27th The Bible i 
Reading Fellowship and Bible I 
Society. For those who seek I 
new translations of the bible, * 
and those who are continually 1 
at work to translate them into 
languages overseas. For the 
work of SPCK. 

Monday 28th SIMON AND t 
JUDE, APOSTLES Great 
Milton with Little Milton and | 
Great Hasely: clergy - Victor | 
Story. I 

Tuesday 29th Thame I 
Valley Team Ministry: clergy 1 

- Christopher Neal, Simon 
Brignall, Ian Mountford, 

Janet Hulett, Keith Weston, 
Simon Baynes, John 
Fieldsend, Ian Adams: full 
time youth worker - Kev | 
Clark: lay worker - Margaret | 
Brierly: licensed lay workers | 

- Derek Witchell, Caroline I 
Baynes, Caroline McKeowen, I 
Paul Brigham, Geoffrey 
Rushman, Norman Lilley. 
Wednesday 30th Icknield, 
Britwell Salome, Pyrton, 
Swyncombe, Watlington: clergy - 

- Christopher Evans, Helen 
Kendrick, Angie Paterson: LLM | 

- Nick McLeish. | 

Thursday 31 st Wheatley | 
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Details/ bookings: 01865 310341. 

Annual Gloucester lecture 

Humanity as Victim: From Tyndale to 
2002 by Chas Raws, The Tyndale Society 
3pm, 4 October the Old Deanery, Gloucester 
Cathedral followed by Evensong and supper. 
£5, with supper (£11.50) 01285 821651 


the Anglican Ghurch and other 
traditions. Open to all. At The 
Wimslow Centre, Park Road, 
Wimslow, 7.15 - 9.30pm £15. 
Cottesloe Christian Training 
Programme (01S2S) 375109 
cottesloe@fish.co. uk 
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History, 9.45 - 4pm, £16. 

Sat 26 Nov Canon Michael 
Green on ‘But Don’t All 
Religions Lead to God?’, 9.45 - 
4pm, £16. Details: 
jeanette.sears@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 


wiui /\ppiciuiu aiiu jievcmuii/. 
clergy - Dorothy Derrick: LLM 
- Peter Barton. 

Saturday 5th Fyfield with 
Tubney and 
Kingston Bagpuize: 



ouiiuay iuui uuu uj justice, 

you have shared with us your 
creative power to build a world 
for peace and justice. Guide us 
always to work for justice in 
our world, thus enabling us to 
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Gosden, David Nash, Stephen 
Bushell, Gill Barker. 

Saturday 19th Hospital 
chaplains contd: Jeffrey Chard, 
Trevor Walt, Stephen Weston, 
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Hill, Jan Hiles, Edward 
Tildesley, David Winter, 
Marcus Braybrooke, Sue 
Booys: LLMs - David Gifford, 
Anthony Harman, Roger 


Brenda Knight, Caroline King: 
LLMs - Rodney Dawber, John 
Ingram, Richard Bainbridge, 
Marian Brown, Albert Eastham, j 
Margaret Rosenthal. | 

J 



Compiled by Jemimah Wright www.oxford.anglican.org 

What’s On is a free service for readers of The Door. If you would like your 
event included on the November DoorPost, send details in writing to the 


address below. The deadline is 15 October. 
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OCTOBER 

TUES 1 GROVE October special at 
the Cornerstone, Saville Way, Spiced 
apple cake with tea or coffee £1.45. 
WED 2 CHESHAM Rejoice at the 
Sound’, organ recital at St Mary’s 
Church, 7.30pm, £10. Details: 
(01494)774270. 

PRI 4 ROTHERFIELD PEP- 
PARD ‘Music for an Autumn 
Evening’, recital by Rebecca Bell 
and Anthea Fry at All Saints’ 
Church, 8pm. 0118 9722844. 
THURS 3, FRI 4, SAT 5 SLOUGH 
The Adventures of Badir Basim - a 
colourful tale from the Arabian Nights. 
A newly commissioned children's opera 
presented by St Mary's C of E Primary 
School and Young Performers at Saint 
Mary's Church Slough, 7:30pm. 
Reservations 01753 534791. 

FRI 4 WOOBURN GREEN 
Brodsky String Quartet play 
Beethoven, Tchaikovsky and Ravel. 
At St Paul’s Church, 8pm. Tickets 
£16, £10 and students half price. 
Box office: (01628) 524243, Email: 
sales@wooburn.com 
SAT 5 DRAYTON BEAUCHAMP 
Autumn Serenade, programme of 
Arias, Dances and Duos from the 
Age of Enlightenment at St Mary 
the Virgin, 7pm. (01296) 631365. 
SAT 5 LANGLEY A concert by the 
Weybridge Male Voice Choir in aid 
of Christ the Worker, at St Mary’s 
Church. Details: (01753) 546920 
SAT 5 OXFORD Mission 
Possible? Combating Global Poverty 
10 - 4pm Wesley Memorial 
Church, New Inn Hall St, day con- 
ference with John Madeley and 
Revd Lucy Winkett. Details: Paul 
Langley, (01865)246818. 

SAT 5 WINDSOR ‘Autumn Gold’ 


Flower Arranging Demonstration 
by expert Fred Wilkinson plus 
refreshments. At Parish Church, 
High Street, 3pm, £5. Details 
01753 852512 or 852754. 

SAT 5-6 COTTISFORD Golden 
Harvest at St Mary’s Church 10 - 
5pm, a weekend Fanfare of Flowers 
to celebrate the Queens Golden 
Jubilee and Harvest Festival. Details: 
(01280) 847991. 

SUN 6 WANTAGE Animal 
Welfare Sunday Animal Blessing 
Service, 3pm at St John Vianney 
Church, Charlton Road. 

SUN 6 AMERSHAM Beauty in 
Chants 6-6. 45pm, a simple but 
powerful service, drawing upon 
contemplative Christian chants from 
around the world. First Sunday each 
month at St Michael’s Church, 
Amersham on the Hill. Details 
(01494) 726680. 

SUN 6 ALL CHURCHES Animal 
Welfare Sunday. Free information 
packemail angsocwelanimals@aol.com 
or phone (01252) 843093. 

FRI 11 WOOBURN GREEN 
Violin and Piano recital, Amir 
Bisengaliev (violin) and John 
Leneham (piano). At St Paul’s 
Church, 8pm. Tickets £14, £8 and 
students half price. Box office: 01628 
524243 or sales@wooburn.com 
FRI 11 BICESTER The Hudson 
Taylors in concert, Noel Richards, 
Brian Houston and Wayne Drain 
together at Bicester Methodist 
Church, 7.30pm. Details: (01869) 
241259 

Sat 12 COOKHAM DEAN Quiz 
Night in the village School, tables 
for 6, fish and chip supper at 
7.30pm. Bar and prizes. Tickets 
£7.50 from Vicar (01628) 483342 


Sat 12 ASTON ABBOTTS 

Harvest Flower Festival St James 
Church 2-5pm. 

SAT 12 RADLEY Annual RSCM 
Choirs’ Festival, directed by Stephen 
Farr at Radley College Chapel. 
Details: (0118) 9722844. 

SAT 12 BURNHAM The Lucas 
Wind Ensemble, 7.30pm at St 
Peter’s Church. (01628) 664338 
SUN 13 WOKINGHAM Service of 
thanksgiving for Creation and 
Blessing of Animals, 3pm at All 
Saints Church. (0118) 9789782 
MON 14 - 18 IVER HEATH 
Apple Week at Iver Heath Study 
Centre. Fun, tasting, poems and art 
and craft. (01865)270730. 

TUES 15 ABINGDON Riding 
Lights Theatre comes to Christ 
Church, 7.30pm with ‘Science Fiction’ 
From the telescope to the microscope 
how far have we really come? Tickets 
£7.50 ( £5) from 0845 961 3000. 
WED 16 OXFORD St Frideswide 
Civic Service, 6pm in the Cathedral. 
WED 16 AMERSHAM Service for 
Healing and Wholeness at St 
Michaels Lady Chapel, 8pm. Service 
of anointing.and laying on of hands. 
Details: (01494) 726680 
WED 16 CIPPENHAM, SLOUGH St 
Andrew’s Shared Church, Fundraising 
Quiz Night (tickets £4) and raffle, 

8pm Kate Durham 01628 661966. 
THURS 17 WITNEY Garth Hewitt 
in Concert, an evening of stories and 
songs about justice, peace and hope 
from around the world Congregational 
Church 7.30pm, £5. (01865) 246818. 
FR1 18 - Sun 20 OXFORD ‘Winds 
of Change’ Christian Life Centre conference 
49 Oxford Rd, Cowley, 7pm Fri; 6-9pm 
Sat; 11am Sun. Speakers include Noel 
Robinson. Free admission. 01865 772152. 


SAT 19 MILTON KEYNES One 

World Craft Fair, 10.30 - 4.30pm at 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone. 

SAT 19 IVER HEATH Apple Day 
at Home Cottage Farm, Bangors 
Road South, 1 1 - 4pm. 

SAT 19 DORCHESTER Sing 
Gregorian Chant for a day at 
Dorchester Abbey, 10 - 6pm. 
Details (01749) 675131. 

SUN 20 KENNINGTON Handel’s 
Messiah, St Swithun’s Church, 3pm. 
Collection for Helen House/ Douglas 
House, chris@mizpah.org.uk 
Wed 23 COOKHAM DEAN 


BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6 - 9am 
Local religious views, 
church news, 
favourite hymns 


Celebrity Organ recital by David 
Hill in the Church. Tickets £8 on 
the door. Details: (01628) 529861 

THURS 24 WOODSTOCK 

Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust 
Autumn Lecture, Blenheim Palace 
Courtyard Restaurant, 7.30pm. Dr 
Nicola Coldstream on ‘The Building 
of a Medieval Church’. Details and 
tickets (£18) from Mrs Julia Twynam, 
Merestones Hse, Woolstone, 
Faringdon, Oxfordshire SN7 7QL. 
FRI 25 DORCHESTER The 
English Parish Church’ illustrated talk 
by author Simon Jenkins, 7.30pm. 
Tickets (£5) (01865) 343086. 

FRI 25 FINGEST (Hambleden 
Valley, near Henley) Healing Service 


with laying on of hands and anoint- 
ing at Holy Communion 10.15am. 
Details: (01491)571231. 

FRI 25 MILTON KEYNES 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone, 
Quiet Prayer Vigil for Justice and Peace 
in the Middle East 9am - 4pm with 
service at 12.30pm and meditations 
and prayers every half hour. 

SAT 26 SLOUGH Concert ‘Brass 
Delights’ St. Mary’s Parish Church 7. 
30 pm £3 - children £ 1.50 includes 
programme, cheese and wine 
SAT 26 OXFORD M usic for 
Change, 10 - 3pm at Wesley memo- 
rial Church, New Inn Hall St, a 
massive sale cd’s, tapes and records. 
SAT 26 BEGBROKE ‘Masculine 
Spirituality’ with the Revd George 
Coppen at the Community of St 
John the Baptist. Details: Gill 
Harvey (01865)308889 
SUN 27 READING Rockmass 20’ 
at St Mark’s Church, Cranury Road, 
6.30pm. Worship led by Bishop of 
Ebbsfleet. Details: (0118) 941 5019. 

NOVEMBER 

SAT 2 OXFORD ‘The company we 
keep’ Exploring different approaches to 
corporate responsibility, St Columba's, 
Alfred St 10am - 1 p.m. Contact 
Barbara Hayes 01865 556182. 

SAT 2 OXFORD Sing Gospel with 
Cindy Reid, 1 - 5pm at Christian 
Life Centre, 49 Oxford Rd. Cost: 
£7, details: (01865)427837. 

SAT 2 HOOK NORTON Annual 
Craft Fair St Peter’s Church 10am to 
4.30pm. Well established event, high 
quality crafts and demonstrations. 
Refreshments and a warm welcome 
all day! Jan Hughes 01808 737900. 
SAT 2 and SUN 3 BURNHAM 
The Singing, Dancing Carpenter. A 


lively musical based on the life of 
Jesus, 7pm on Sat, 4pm on Sun. 
Details: (01628) 664521. 

SUN 3 AMERSHAM Beauty in 
Chants 6 - 6.45pm. See 6 Oct above. 

SAT 9 ABINGDON Interpreting 
the Word, New ideas for Scripture 
Reading in Worship with Linda Lee 
and Paul Herrington 1 - 5pm at 
Christ Church, Northcourt Rd. Cost 
£7, details: (01865)427837. 

SAT 16 COOKHAM DEAN 
Autumn Fayre in the Village Hall, 
tombola, raffle, books, and more. 
Doors open 10am. 

SAT 16 GORING Cursillo 
‘Ultreya’ Meeting. Open to all. 
Bring-and-share lunch. Further 
information from Roger Nias 
(01491)874227 

SAT 16 BURNHAM Concert by 
Burnham and Cookham Handbell 
ringers St Peter’s Church, 7.30pm. 
Details Cornerstone 01628 664338. 
WED 20 LOUGHTON Come to 
lunch with the Gideons at Loughton 
Baptist Church 12.30 - 1pm Details: 
(01455) 558267. 

THURS 21 AMERSHAM Prison, 
Penitence and Prayer’ Jonathan Aitken 
gives 10th Millennium Lecture, St 
Michael’s Church, Amersham on the 
Hill. Tickets, £7 / £5 (01494) 726680 
FRI 22 FINGEST (Hambleden 
Valley, near Henley) Healing Service 
with laying on of hands and anoint- 
ing at Holy Communion 10.15am. 
Details: (01491)571231 
SAT 22 OXFORD Bring and 
Sing Faure Requiem at St Giles’ 
Church, 3.30pm, £5. Requiem sung 
at 6pm at All Soul’s Day 
Communion service. Details 
Cynthia Hall (01865) 310686. 


Diocesan Board of 
Social 

Responsibility 

Is somebody 
hurting you? 

Help is at hand. Ring 01865 
208213 for confidential conver- 
sation or email 

socresp@dch.oxford.anglican.org 




Sleep Out Collectors needed 
Collectors needed for street col- 
lection day (Sat 26 October). 
Sleepers wanted for the big 
Sleep-Out on 23 November. We 
hope to raise another £25,000 
for Oxford’s homeless people. 
Details: 07773 333728 

Wanted: Mission Praise 

Approximately 30 copies of Mission 
Praise Combined. Please contact Mrs 
M. Culley (01280) 860665 

Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion, 10am Matins 
and Sermon; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
1.05pm Holy Communion on 
Wednesdays only 6pm Choral 
Evensong 6pm Sung Eucharist 
on Thursdays or Saints Days 


The November issue of 


the Door 


will be ready for 
collection on 
22 October 


Notices 


CLERGY EXCHANGE 2003 
Episcopal priest and wife wish 
to participate in a clergy 
exchange in England from Mid 
June for four to six weeks. 
Exchange Sunday morning wor- 
ship, auto and home. Located in 
Aiken, South Carolina, 2 hours 
drive to beach, mountains, 
Charleston, South Carolina, 
Savannah and Atlanta, Georgia; 
and 9 hours drive to Disney 
World, Florida. (We have par- 
ticipated in previous 
exchanges.) For more informa- 
tion or if interested please con- 
tact me at: The Revd Prescott E. 
Nead, III, 729 Lakeside Dr. 
Aiken, SC, 29803, USA or email 
at scottynead@mindspring.com. 

FRIENDS FIRST 

Would you like to meet more 
people and particularly those 
who share your faith? Then you 
might be interested in ‘Friends 
First’ - the very successful infor- 
mation service which assists sin- 
gle Christians of all ages meet 
friends and potential partners in 
an informal and pressure free 
way. For more details look at 
www.friendslst.co.uk or con- 
tact Katherine Gray on 0121 
427 1286, write c/o PO Box 
8377, Harborne, Birmingham, 
B17 9TE, or email to 
info@friendslst.co.uk 



The DoorPost is a supplement to 
The Door and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. 


The Door is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 


free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 


Editorial address: The Door, 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 0NB. 


Telephone: 01865 208227 
Fax: 01865 790470 


Email: 

door@oxford.anglican.org 
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Ground Floor: Split level sitting room/dining room • Fully fitted 
kitchen • Twin bedded room with en-suite bathroom 
•Terrace and plunge pool overlooking Flamingo Lake 
First Floor: One kingsize double bedroom * One twin bedded 
room • Bathroom • Small terrace and housing for washing 
machine • Steps to roof terrace 

The villa overlooks the tennis centre, there are two golf courses, a 
driving range, plus supermarket, restaurants, children's play 
grounds, swimming pools and miles of sandy beaches 

Competitive prices according to season 

^ for further 

■ . jg information or 
BLJI reservations 


Gatwick 3 mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants. 
All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or 
Continental breakfast included. 
Secure holiday parking available. 
Courtesy transport by arrangement. 

Easy access from M25 - M23 
Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 


CANTERBURY 

7 MILES 

Just for two. Unique 
barn conversion. 
S/C. Rural area. 

Tel: 01227 700428 


SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAy 

Watchet 
Caravans & Chalets 
overlooking the sea. 
Half price for senior 
citizens. 

Early & late Season 

Tel: 01984 631781 


ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. v 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265683 


STUDLAND BAY 

DORSET 


BARBADOS 

ST. JAMES 

Luxury beach front 
cottages, villas, studio. 
Tel: Michael 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 


3 but Ootttff +4* 

Sleeps 5-6. Short or 
long breaks. From £70 - 
£180 per week 

Tel: 01344 779452 


ORLANPO 

Florida 


Close to Disney. 

4 bed luxury villa 
with pool. Sleeps 10. 

New 2001 

023 92 639 638 

www.sunshine-magic.co.uk 


FLORIDA 

Kissimmee 

Luxury four bedroomed 
Villa fifteen minutes 
Disney, heated pool, 
further details telephone 

Gina Rae 01924 250423 

MU Member 


DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleeps 4-6, 
heated covered pool. 
Games Room. Peace and 
quiet in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 


Tel: 01929 450224 Tor Brochure Today 


PEMBROKESHIRE 


Fairfields Hotel 

situated in picturesque 
National Trust Village 
overlooking the Bay. 

ETB ♦♦♦♦ 

Les Routiers Corps d elite Wine 
Award and 2001 Cuisine Award 
All rooms ensuite. Large Garden. 
Log Fires, Child Friendly 

Spring 8 Autumn Special Rates 


In 1962, the Birmingham Fellowship of the 
Handicapped, concerned about the lack of suitable 
holiday centres for their members within reasonable 
travelling distance, approached the incoming 
President of the Rotary Club of Birmingham for 
help. 

Rotarian Jeffrey Griffith, who was to be President in 
the Club’s Golden Jubilee Year, 1963-64, was asked 
by the Club’s Council to launch an Appeal for £25,000 
to be known as the Golden Jubilee Appeal to buy a 
suitable property. 

Over £33,000 was raised and a search for a suitable 
property resulted in the purchase of a small hotel at 
Ross-on-Wye, some 60 miles from Birmingham. The 
Hotel was opened in 1967 by Miss Noel Gordon, a 
well known theatrical and television personality living 
in Ross-on-Wye, and the star of a television series 
“Crossroads” produced in Birmingham. 

The Hotel could accommodate 18 guests per week 
and Mrs Marie Robinson was appointed Manageress. 
It needed considerable modernisation, but being 
situated on the cliff overlooking the beautiful Horse- 
Shoe bend of the River Wye and with an open view 
across Herefordshire to the Black Mountains, yet 
within five minutes’ comfortable walk of the centre of 
the town, it proved to be an excellent site. This was 
further enhanced when the opening of the M5 and 
M50 motorways brought Ross-on-Wye to within little 
more than an hour’s comfortable drive from 
Birmingham. 

In 1973, it was considered that the Hotel should be 
increased in size and the facilities improved. The Club 


Advertisement Feature 

- .■ .... — _ — — _ — . 

Council agreed that the President in the Diamond 
Jubilee Year, Albert Weedall, should launch a Diamond 
Jubilee Appeal for £100,000 to build a wing of 9 twin- 
bedded rooms, with special toilet and bathing 
facilities. This was to be additional to the building of a 
splendid sun-lounge provided by Mr Douglas Turner. 
By 1975 sufficient funds were available to commence 
the building programme, and on 23rd May, 1977, His 
Royal Highness The Duke of Gloucester, opened the 
extensions, enabling 36 guests per week to be 
accommodated, £114,000 having been raised by this 
appeal. 

In February 1983, Mr John Franklin was appointed 
Manager of Merton House Holiday Hotel, on the 
retirement of Mrs Robinson. The Hotel, a registered 
charity, had widened its objects to include elderly frail 
as well as physically handicapped guests and was 
registered as a limited company by guarantee with a 
Board of management consisting of six members 
nominated by the Rotary Club of Birmingham, three 
by the Birmingham Fellowship of the Handicapped, 
and one by the Birmingham Hospital Saturday Fund, 
lit’s first overseas guests came in May, 1984, when a 
party of 51 elderly guests from Ross’s twin town of 
Conde-sur-Noireau, Normandy, France, spent a week 
at Merton House. A further group from Conde came 
in May, 1986. 

Over the past three years the number of guests have 
been between 1350 and 1430 per year and many 


Christian Guest House 

Boskerrls Road, Cartals Bay 
ST. IVES, Cornwall TR26 2NG 
Tony and Sandra Seymour 

01736 795967 

Beautifully situated overlooking St. 
Ives Bay. Comfortably furnished 
with some en-suite rooms. Choice 
of menu. Open most of the year. 
Non-smoking. 

Full colour brochure available 


PEMBROKESHIRE COAST 

National Park 

Luxury Four Star 
self-catering 
accommodation. 

- Also 3 Star Hotel - 

Brochure Tel: 01239 120343 

Email:into@gelinawr.co.uk 


RIBBLE VALLEY 

2 self-caterins apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Level 1 mobility access. 
Tel: 01800 445370 

piiko@hi3hergiiis.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 


Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & holidays. 
Our cottages are comfortable, warm, 
cosy and loved. 

See: www.pottingshedholkJays.co.uk 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01749 672 857 


Pembrokeshire Coast 
National Park - Saundersfoot 

Claremont Hotel 

AUTUMN BREAK 2 nights 
Bed & Hearty Breakfast 
£45pp. En-suite rooms with 
sea view available, families 
welcome, ample car parking, 
250 mtrs to beach, harbour 
& village. Lovely coastal 
walks. Close to cycle route. 

Tel: 01834 813231 


ATLANTIS 

HOUSE 

- ILFRACOMBE - 

B&B £20 pppn. 

En-suite bathrooms. 

No children. 

Pets by arrangement. 

01271 862405 


LLANDUDNO 

NUNEHAM HOUSE 
South Parade LL30 ZLN 

Adjacent to beach/pier. 
Specials for Oct - Dinner, 
B&B £170 per week. 

No single supplement. 

let: 01492 877369 


BAKEWELL 

3 bedroom detached 
cottage, 5 mins walk from 
town with parking. Sleeps 
6. Equipped to high 
standard. Pets welcome. 

Tel: 01946 938900 

www.elsholidayproperty.com 


Lanzarote 

Affordable Luxury Family 
Villa In Playa Blanca 
All home comforts - 
All dates available 
Discounts for long 
Winter breaks 

Phone: 01454 260619 


EYNTON 

Deughtful Quauty Hotel 
AA 4 Diamonds. 
Spectacular sea views, 
en-suites, 4 posters. 
Licenced, non smoking. 

3 nights BBEM £96pp. 

Tel: 01598 752359 


GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 
Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedlow 

Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: apriIcottage.guesthouse@tesco.net 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
NON SMOKING 


Beechfield House 

ETC ♦♦♦♦♦ (Guest Accommodation) 

Hotel & Restaurant 

A Comfortable Victorian Country House Hotel 
Set in 8 acres of Secluded Gardens. 

Dinner, Bed & Breakfast from £60 p.p.p.n. 
minimum stay 2 nights. 

Relax and unwind in our elegant and 
beautifully furnished, family owned hotel. 

1 mile away from the National Trust village of Lac ock, 

15 miles from Bath and surrounded by the beautiful 
Wiltshire countryside. 

Please call for details 01225-703700 Fax: 01225-790118 

Website: www. beechfieldhouse. co. uk 
Email: esm @ beechfieldhouse. co. uk 
Beechfield House, Beanacre, Nr Melksham, Wilts SN12 7PU 


THE HIDING 
PLACE 

A haven to come aside 
and be alone with God. 
For brochure phone 
Charles or Rachel 

Tel: 01623 441937 

www.thehidingplace.fsnet.co.uk 


Dublin 

City Centre 

Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 


CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 


came two, or even three times per year, and the Hotel 
accepts bookings from February to December each 
Year, including, of course, at the Christmas Holiday. 
This beautiful Georgian building with historical 
connections with Lord Nelson and Lady Hamilton, is a 
Listed Building and is attractively furnished and 
decorated. A further Appeal for £100,000 to carry out 
new developments, including the building of a 
conservatory to enlarge the sun-lounge being paid for 
by the Douglas Turner Trustees, under the 
Chairmanship of Mr Roger Turner, was launched in 
1986 by the then President of the Birmingham Rotary 
Club, Mr Sidney Thompson. New toilet and 
bathrooms, a modern kitchen and staff rest room and 
improved bedrooms in the main building were all 
provided by the end of 1987 by which time the Hotel 
celebrated twenty years of service to it’s disabled and 
elderly frail guests. 

A feature of the provision at Merton Hose is the coach 
excursions to places of interest and the evening 
entertainment. i 

Helped by The Franklins, who run a charity shop each 
week within the hotel. The Rotary Club of Birmingham 
is proud to have had this opportunity to provide such 
a magnificent centre for the comfort of the guests and 
is delighted that the fine staff take pleasure in 
ensuring the happiness of the people staying at 
Merton House. It estimates it has provided about 
35,000 holidays, since inauguration, for those people 
who are otherwise unable to have a holiday and for 
whom the special care services and facilities provided 
make a memorable break. 


Country Cottages 

Wonderful countryside, 
cl ose to sea, sleeps 2-1 0. 

B&B 

Large Country House 

With extensive grounds. 
Ideal for coastal paths & 
beaches. St Davids & 
Haverfordwest. 

£19 pppn. 

Tel: 01437 710492 

www.cuffernmanor.co.uk 


A HOLIDAY MADE FOR YOU!! 


OUR SPECIAL TINSEL » TURKEY HOLIDAYS 


01989 563252 


All holidays are full board and include a free trip in our specially adapted 
mini-bus, entertainment four nights of the week in our newly refurbished 
sun lounge and additional sight-seeing trips as requested. 

Don't delay - book as soon as possible as only a limited 
number of rooms available . 

TO BOOK - TELEPHONE THE HOTEL ON: 


Merton House Hotel is a special 
hotel catering for the elderly and 
people with disabilities. 

Situated in the historic market 
town of Ross-on-Wye, 
Herefordshire, Merton House has 
a beautiful location overlooking 
the River Wye and across to the 
Black Mountains of Wales. 


Enjoy our amazing Tinsel and Turkey holidays during November and 
December - 5 days Monday to Friday, full board. Celebrate Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day and Boxing Day in traditional style. 
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY 
CONFERENCE 

24™ - 26 th JANUARY 2003 

DEVONSHIRE PARK 
EASTBOURNE 


nett BOOK 

J£V. W 

thitd» en 




Bible centred Undated Educationally sound 
Flexible 8 fun Evangelical Age appropriate 


www.childrensministry.co.uk 


Penny Frank to challenge children's workers 

Training, Encouragement, Fellowship, Inspiration Advertisement Feature 


SAMPLE PACK 

Children's Ministry Teaching Programme 


The fifth annual 
Children's Ministry 
Conference will be 
taking place in 
January 2003, once 
again gathering 
children's workers 
for a weekend of 
training, motivation 
and inspiration. 

Through a programme of 
worship, teaching, 
seminars and discussion, 
volunteers and full-timers 
can explore issues such as 
leading a team, teaching activities, 
puppetry, games, safety, learning 
styles, discipline and many other 
essential topics. 


Conference 
Director Sue Price 
said 'As always, I 
am excited about 
the conference. 
It's an 

opportunity for 
us to share one 
another's 
difficulties and 
joys, explore 
practical 
solutions and 
to worship 
together in a context of 
adults - which is something many 
children's workers find themselves 
excluded from, on account of being 
with the children in the church. Each 
year seems to bring a new insight 


• Delegates worshipping at Conference 2002 


enabling first timers and regular 
visitors to go home refreshed.' 
Fronting the band will be popular 
worship leader Geraldine Latty. She 
will be joined by the well-loved 
children's worship leader Ishmaef 
who will be showcasing the latest in 
the series of worship resource CDs, 
12 New Children's Praise 
songs 4, which also features 
Geraldine. 

Speakers at the conference include 
members of the Children's Ministry 
team, plus selected communicators 
providing more than 40 optional 
seminars and workshops on such 
topics as flags and dance, pre-school 
activities, Kidz Klubs, All-age 
worship, storytelling, youth work, 
age-appropriate teaching, puppetry, 
action games, faith development, 
understanding 5-9s, team building 
etc. 

One of the key speakers is Penny 
Frank of CPAS. She brought many 
helpful insights to a leadership 
stream in 2002, and this year will 
close the conference, challenging 
the delegates to 'Go For Gold'. She 
will be joined on stage by the 
recently retired Bishop of Maidstone, 
Gavin Reid, who will lead the 
delegates in Bible study, recognising 
the centrality of the scripture. 

Dave Roberts is a well-respected 
commentator on how we fit 
Christianity into a secularised 
culture, and he is also a member of 
the conference planning team. 


• Extensive range of resources available at the conference 

'I am committed to seeing* the good of the conference is the extensive 


news of Jesus preached to this 
young generation, and to see them 
saved from just drifting down the 
wide road that leads to destruction.' 
He is expressing this commitment 
by providing a free copy of his new 
book 'God's Plan for Children' to 
every delegate at the conference. 
The conference is taking place at the 
regular venue of Devonshire Park 
Conference Centre in Eastbourne, 

East Sussex from Friday evening 
24th January to Sunday afternoon 
26th January 2003. For the first 
time, delegates can book online, 
and are rewarded for doing so with 
savings of up to £10 per person. 

One of the most appreciated aspects 


resource centre, focused around the 
shop, which will feature many new 
titles, as well as a wealth of books, 
music, videos, teaching resources 
and other items. This will assist even 
the most creative and energetic 
children's worker, to say nothing of 
the usual sort, who is tired and out 
of ideas. In addition, the exhibition 
of Christian organisations working 
with or bringing awareness of 
children will once again provide 
strategic help and resources. 
Bookings can be made on 01323 
437759 or by visiting: 
www.childrensministry.co.uk 
Children's Ministry is a Registered 
Charity No. 265612 


Call NOW for your FREE sample on 

01323 437749 


email: childrensministry@kingsway.co.uk 


Children's Ministry, 26-28 Lottbridge Drove, 

Eastbourne, East Sussex BN23 6NT PLEASE QUOTE CMAD02 


HELPING YOU REACH A 
NEW GENERATION 


BOOK ONLINE 
AND SAVE UP TO £10 

www.childrensministry.co.uk 

or call Kingsway Conference Bookings on 01323 437759 
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Betterfit supply a 
range of 
soft/widefitting 
footwear with deep 
toe boxes and firm heel supports. All 
lined with either cotton towelling of soft 
natural leather. 

Soles are made from lightweight, hardwearing 
E.V.A. material which can be worn either 
indoors or outdoors. Internal seams are kept to 


Betterfit Shoes 


Wyndham 

Housing Association 

Wyndham Housing Association 
provides sheltered accommodation 
in central North Oxford. We offer 
self contained one-bedroom flats, 
central heating, laundry room, guest 
rooms, pleasant courtyard gardens 
and 24 hour warden service. Two 
meals a day will also be served to 
each flat. The flats are available for 
sale or rent. 



Tel No. #1865 511239 

For further information please contact: 
The Administrator ; Wyndham House , 
Plantation Road , Oxford 0X2 6JJ 


a minimum to avoid 
discomfort. Customers 
include: NHS Trusts, 
chiropodists, podiatists, 
diabetic clinics and Day Centres. There is also ar 
mail order service available to the general 
public - or customers are welcome to call at 
the factory, which is in the centre of the New 
National Forest where they will be attended to 
by our expert shoe fitters. 

If a customers is not able to obtain footwear 
from our stock range, a special fitting service is 
available when shoes will be made to that 
persons special requirements. 

Also available are: 1/2 pairs, odd sizes, built-up 
shoes, VAT exemption for the disabled. 

A small range of mesh shoes has recently been 
introduced which are particularly suitable for 
people with bandaged feet who may be 
suffering from ulcers or other painful 
problems. 

These shoes are washable, very soft, and fit 
easily around the bandaged feet. 

Being a mesh type material the ‘Airtex’ 
construction also allows air to the feet, and 
helps with the healing process. 

For more information please ring/fax: 01530 
270375. 


M. S. FINANCIAL SERVICES 
Independent Mortgage Advisers 


Specialist advice on 
all types of 
mortgages and 
protection products 


First time buyers 
Remortgages 
Buy to let 
Debt 

consolidation 

Mortgage 

protection 


Call now for a free no obligation quote 


Oxford (01865) 750667 


THE TEACHING NURSING HOME 


Compassion in Action^) 

We would you like you to join our dynamic team. 

Based in Headington, Oxford, the Home was opened in May 
2000 to become a National Centre of Excellence for the care of 
older people with Alzheimer's and other types of dementia. 

It offers 30 residential beds and is the first purpose built 
Home of its type in the country. 

]Ne are looking to build a dedicated team. 

NURSES & ASSOCIATE NURSES 

(Full Time & Part Time) 

Salary range: £15,250 up to £19,500 pa (pro rata) 

& 

CARE ASSISTANTS 

(Full Time & Part Time) 

Salary: up to £12,500 pa (pro rata) 

We offer good benefits and an excellent working environment. 



Flags Flying over Care Homes 

- Celebrating a Revival in Public Confidence 


Well, we may all have a good laugh as our 
beloved Alan Milburn (Health Secretary) ditches 
spin and all the other wiles of Westminster, and 
settles for a good old fashioned dose of crisis 
management. 

It is just so sad that in his panic to negotiate the U- 
turn he has thrown the wrong baby out of the 
window. As Mervyn Kohler (Help the Aged) says - 
“the special standards did much to promote the 
dignity and independence of the elderly, and many 
are going to feel betrayed" mervyn says that home 
closures are more to do with inadequate 
government funding, and few would argue with 
this. 

However, the care home sector now emerges 
slimmer and fitter than it was three years ago. Care 
homes have always been most proficient at keeping 
their elderly residents healthy, safe and mobile; and 
this has done much to promote their resident's 
longevity and quality of life. The work of the 
National Care Standards Commission has been to 
advance and strengthen this, and my goal for our 
own residents is that these bonus years should be as 
happy and memorable as any of the others 
throughout their lives. 

Though these new care standards are giving care 
home managers chronic migraine syndrome, the flip 
side is that care home residents can no enjoy this 
new enhanced dignity and prestige of care home 
living. They are also getting very good value for 
money! It is really quite amazing that care homes 
provide full 24 hours care per day for roughly the 
same cost as 2 hours care per day provided in 
peoples homes through Care in the Community. 

But, most sadly, it is when elderly people are alone 
at home, sometimes for as much as 22 hours per 


day, that the rose tinted vision of spending the 
evening of their lives in their own homes, can be 
very far from reality. 

The comparison may be taken further in that 
private accommodation is not subject to the 
scrutiny of the environmental officer, the fire 
officer, or to electrical services or appliance testing. 
There are also many other risks occasioned through 
forgetfulness, poor sight, or lack of thought, all of 
which would be addressed in a care home. Sadly, it 
is also true that living on ones own, ones circle of 
friends seems to get less, whereas in a care home 
there are many opportunities to make new friends, 
and for stimulating discussion an activities. 

But now the public can have renewed confidence 
that care home are achieving new heights of 
professionalism, and that they are here to stay. 
"Having to get resettled somewhere else", will soon 
be forgotten as a thing of the past. 

Incidentally, earlier this year I stated that the 
“loophole regulations" as a means of entry to 
residential care would close, with the withdrawal of 
the DSS Residential Allowance, as from 8th April 
2002. Well, I can now report that this did not 
happen! Things are not as easy as they were but in 
some situations the route remains open. The 
residential allowance has now reappeared under the 
title of housing allowance, (not Local Council 
housing benefit!). This is available to eligible persons 
living in care homes and amounts to £64-40pw. 

I have written an information sheet on this subject 
which I will be very happy to pass on to anyone 
interested, or perhaps better still try asking your 
local Citizens Advice Bureau for a benefits check 
and advice. 

Gerry Butcher, Earls fie Id Lodge. 


ABSOLUTE CARE AT GLEBEFIELDS 


• QUALIFIED STAFF 
• FULL ACTIVITIES PROGRAMME 
• OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 
• CONVALESCENT STAYS WELCOME 
• CHIROPODISTS, HAIRDRESSERS ETC 
• PETS WELCOME (ON INDIVIDUAL MERIT) 
• OPEN VISITING 


MEMBER OF 



01295 738133 

A SIGN OF QUALITY NURSING 


GLEBEFIELDS, OLD RECTORY, MAIN ROAD. BANBURY 0X15 6EH 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, contact: 
GEORGE TUTHILL 

who will be pleased to show you around. 

^ARDINGTON Near Banbury, 

^ OUSE 0x0,1 0X17 1SD 

NURSING HOME Telephone: (01295) 750513 



Planning Needs 


Specially reduced rates for 
pensioners. 

Local Will-Writer who will visit 
you in your own home. 


Are you suffering from: 
Aches , Pain, Stress, Depression 
or Fluid Retention? 


Marie-France Bewley 

MA (HONS), ITEC, MIIR, MIFA, MLD (UK) 

Why not try? 

For more information, 
please contact: 

160 Oxford Road 
Abingdon 
OXON 0X14 2AF 

01235 555932 
U 01865 558561 

O Aromatherapy 
O Massage 
O Reflexology 
O Manual Lymph 
Drainage (MLD) 

www.mfbewley.org.uk 


SEVENTEEN YEARS OF ASSISTED INDEPENDENT LIVING ^1 



T INCOMBE T ODGE 



Independence & Security 

Own private sheltered apartments 
in large colourful mature gardens 
24hr Warden on-site, optional meals, 
domestic &: other help 


With no hint of institutional atmosphere 
you may live totally privately in your own 
apartment or call for any type of help 
as and when you want it, be that 
occasionally or all the time. 

Whatever your need, 24 hour caring 
helpers are dedicated to assisting you 
maintain your own individual way of life 
with dignity, comfort and security. 

Lincombe Lodge 
Boars Hill, Oxford 0X1 5DN 

01865 327422 „ 
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Care Home (16 Bedrooms) 
With Nursing (20 Bedrooms) 


' 

. ■ lifl 




ENJOY 

YOUR 

BATH 

AGAIN 

Find out why 
over 30,000 
people chose 
Bathability 

Telephone: 

01202 

735999 


In the next 
Care Feature. 

Please ring 
Sue Medcalf 


01527 

892945 


/Nectar Ease UK Ltd, 1 BradfieW Rd, South Ruislip. Middlesex HA4 0NlJ\ 
Yes, please send me an information pack all about Nectar Ease 

Mr/Mrs/Ms: — 

Address: — .. 


Post Code: FREEPHONE, 

Telephone N.: 0800 783 0942 J L 


(Nectar Ease M^ 

the (Ackes & PaiKvs / h oney 

Joint problems?... why not join thousands of people 
enjoying natural Nectar Ease, a unique & delicious blend 
of New Zealand’s finest Manuka Honey & Bee Venom... 


Enjoy your bath 
again with the 
Bathability 
Bath Seat: 


No need to ctimb in 


No Connections , 
Portable , 

Safe , 

Affordable , 
Reliable. 

Over 

30,000 sold 


Lowers you down 


Helps you up again 


Council Tax is also paid by the charity. They are not warden controlled. 

Widows of Clergymen of the 
Church of England or 
Widows of Officers of the 
Armed Services (excluding 
Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
will qualify for residence 
providing their financial 
circumstances justify this 
and they are members of 
the Church of England. 


Rehab 

W 

Warren Hooker Rehab 2001 Ltd. 

68 Old Wareham Road, Parkstone, 
Poole, Dorset BH12 4QR 

Tel: 01202 735999 Fax: 01202 737333 


If you are finding it difficult to cope financially in your present home . 
please write or telephone for a brochure and application form to: 

Mr J.A. Luthwaite, The Home of Devenish, 

The Granary, Ford’s Barn, East Chaldon, 

Dorchester, Dorset DT2 8DN 

Telephone: 01305 853784 Registered Charity No. 202400 


C Nectar Balm - 

A tropical alternative 
delivering bee venom direct to 
the desired spot. Contains \ K <(Utr 

Nectar Ease & complimentary ' 
cold pressed oils that warm & 

(help absorption. 


Available from independent health food stores or: 


LINC0MBE Lodge offers a unique 
combination of security and 
independence for the retired. 

Quite unlike other retirement homes or 
sheltered accommodation, the aim of 
Lincombe Lodge is to give its residents 
anything from complete independence 
to 24-hours a day nursing care - 
according to the residents' wishes and 
not to the convenience of the staff. 

And as the tenants actually own their 
flats, security of tenure is guaranteed. 
Some opt to live as they would in a 
normal house, which the structure of 
the building allows with separate 
entrances; others have meals made for 
them or have their household chores 
done. 

But whatever help one wants - or none 


STOCK RANGE + SPECIAL FITTING 
ODD SIZES + 1/2 PAIRS AVAILABLE 
WASHABLE TEXTILES AND SOFT LEATHERS 
LIGHTWEIGHT HARD WEARING 
INDOOR/OUTDOOR SOLES 

BROCHURE AVAILABLE 

Made in our factory in Derbyshire 

SUPPLIERS TO NHS TRUST AND CHIROPODISTS 

Tel/ Fax: 01530 270375 

11 Ashby Road, Measham, 
Swadlincote, Derbyshire DE12 7JR. 


The Home of Devenish 

Registered Charity No. 202400 
Weymouth, Dorset 


Nectar Ease - 

May help the body’s natural process of dealing 
with aches and pains. 

Clinically trialed in New Zealand. 

Also available in capsules suitable for diabetics 


at all - peace of mind is guaranteed 
with staff on call 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year. 

Not only did Lincombe Lodge celebrate 
its 10th birthday this year, it would also 
be fair to say that from the outset it was 
ahead of of its time. 

Every thought has been given to making 
sure that the house and the spacious 
gardens in which it is set are fully 
accessible to all - 


including the 
wheelchair-bound. 

The complex 
comprises six 
luxuriously 
appointed flats 
designed by the 
award winning 


architects Oxford Architects 
Partnership. It has been fashioned from 
a large, mainly early 20th century house 
set in the exclusive environs of Boars 
Hill. The idea for Lincombe Lodge was 
born when its warden Maurice 
Fitzmaurice needed to find somewhere 
to look after his own father. 

He said: "I wanted to find somewhere 
he could live his own style of 
independent life with whatever help he 


needed - when he needed it - without 
having to lose his personal identity and 
individuality, and we found it just didn't 
exist. 

"Then some years later the opportunity 
came and we set about planning 
Lincombe Lodge." 

The values that originally inspired 
Lincombe Lodge - dignity, comfort and 
security - remain as strong today as 
they did 17 years ago. 


Betterftt 

, Comfort Footwear 

WIDE FITTING FOOTWEAR MADE TO FIT 
PEOPLE WITH PROBLEM FEET 


Located on the edge of Charminster, one mile from Dorchester, this fully 
modernised home stands in 272 acres of beautiful gardens with rural views. The 
Manor provides quality living in a comfortable and caring environment for 
elderly people whom cannot or choose not to fend for themselves. There is 24 
hour staffing, nurse call system and all rooms en-suite. A high standard of food 
is a speciality of the Manor with many guests dining with relatives and friends. 

In the grounds are two sheltered accommodation suites with full “hotel” services 
provided by the Manor for the more independent. 

Due to demand the Manor’s accommodation was recently extended with 8 
more ground floor en suite residential rooms and 5 assisted living suites. All 
with garden views and fully registered for care. Additionally a new sun 
lounge and conservatory were added together with ‘/i mile of garden paths. 

If you wish to check for vacancies, or would like to receive a brochure 
or visit, please contact: 

Sandra & Keith Shaw 

Wolfeton Manor, Charminster, Dorset DT2 9QL 

Tel: 01305 262340 Fax: 01305 257915 

E mail: - shaw.wolfeton@tesco.net. J 


The Charity has 23 
Bungalows and 2 Flats on 
three carefully maintained 
estates situated between 
Weymouth Town Centre and 
Portland Harbour. 

Each property has two 
bedrooms, is unfurnished, 
occupied rent free and is 
centrally heated, decorated 
and maintained free of charge to the tenant. 


Qualified staff with 24 hour care. 
Pleasant rooms for single occupancy 
or married couple 

★ LIFT ★ CALL BELLS 
★ EN-SU1TES 

Comfortable rooms at sensible prices 

(01608) 658233 

Station Road, Kingham, Oxon 


( WOLFETON MANOR'] 

A Quality Retirement Residence 
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The Institute of 
Orthodox Christian 
Studies 
(affiliated to 
Cambridge University) 

offers modular courses to develop an 
understanding of the rich tradition of eastern 
Orthodox theology. 

The first study weekend in Cambridge 
takes place 11-13 October. 

For information, call 01223 741037 
or e-mail info@iocs.cam.ac.uk 



Wesley College offers the following 
programmes by full or part-time study 


BA in Theological Studies 
BA in Theology and Ministry 

(ordination training) 

Foundation Studies for Ministry 

(vocational exploration) 

MA in Theology and Ministry 

(includes studies in Lay and Ordained Ministry, Liturgy, 
Church Music, Leadership and Wesleyan Studies) 

Students are also welcome to study individual units on 
an occasional basis 

For more information contact: 

Wesley College, College Park Drive, Henbury Road, 
BRISTOL BS10 7QD 

Tel: 0117 959 1200 Fax: 0117 950 1277 

E-mail: admin@wesley-college-bristol.ac.uk 
Website: www.wesley-college-bristol.ac.uk 



MASTERS’ COURSES 

AT SPURGEONS * 

AND THE COLLEGE OF 

PREACHERS Y 



The Coliege of 

PREACHERS 


MTh in Preaching 

Open Learning Course ^ 

Validated by the University of Wales 

f An opportunity for further study which relates ^ 
to and involves your present ministry 
A course which will sharpen your skills and 
^ deepen your understanding ^ 

Contact: The Administrator, 14A North Street, Bourne, 
Lincolnshire PE10 9AB 

01778 422929 

enquiries@collegeofpreachers.org.uk 

www.collegeofpreachers.org.uk 

Supported by the Open Book Project of The Bible Society Reg Charity 220764 


Theological 
Review 2002 

Exciting times at 
Wesley College 

We are living in exciting times for 
theological education. These are times of 
great change, but they are also, therefore, 
times of great opportunity. 

Fewer numbers in residential ministerial 
training does not mean less opportunity for 
colleges like Wesley College - far from it. 
Foundation Training, Ministerial Training for 
deacons and presbyters, lay theological 
training and education from entry level to 
postgraduate study, a nationally recognised 
Pastoral Carers’ 

course and occasional courses such as our 
popular Theology for Fun’ which offers 
people from local churches and communities 
an affordable ‘taster’ of doing theology, 
provide opportunities for people from many 
different backgrounds and levels of experience 
to get involved. 

As the Methodist Church’s largest regional 
provider of theological education, and the 
base for the Bristol Methodist District 
Resource Centre - open to the public and 
offering a wide range of resources for 
preachers, worship leaders, house group 
leaders and others - Wesley College combines 
education and training to provide an attractive 
and effective package to the Church. With its 
ecumenical staff and student body and with 
our library and archives providing scholars 
world-wide with access to much unique 
material, the College, 
attractively located in its own extensive 
grounds, is a valuable resource for individual 
visitors and the whole Christian community 
and is a centre of excellence of which we can 
be duly proud. Planned new courses and 
partnerships, refurbished accommodation and 
investment in leading edge technology will 
enable us to do more in the future, and to do 
it even more effectively. 

Revd Dr Jonathan Pye 


The SPIRE Trust is an 
interdenominational 
Christian charity 
established to support 
secondary schools in 
providing a range of 
stimulating 
experiences of living 
Christian practice and 
values. 

The SPIRE Trust 
supports, it does not 
seek to preach. It was 
set up in response to 
the expressed needs of 
teachers who find it 
increasingly difficult to 
sustain spiritual 
experiences within a 
veTy demanding 
curriculum. In 
secondary schools 
ethics, morals and 
values are of course 
represented within the 
academic curriculum, 
but time specifically 
given to dialogue about 
such fundamental and 
influential forces is 
extremely limited. The 
number of teachers 
specifically trained in 
these areas has been 
reduced. Pupils driven 
by a formal curriculum 
and examination system 
simply have less and less 
involvement in 
exploring and 
celebrating spiritual 
values. 

Working with school 
pupils, teachers and 
specially trained local 
volunteers, The SPIRE 
Trust has begun to 
build up a regional 
network providing what 
schools, if left to their 
own devices, cannot. 
This may come in the 


Swanbourne House 



10.00am 


FOR PROSPECTIVE PARENTS 


For details contact Mrs C Hollowday 
Swanbourne House School 
Milton Keynes MK17 OHZ 

telephone 01296 720 264 fax 01296 728 089 
www.swanbourne.org email offce@swanbourne.org 


registered charity no. 310640 


2002 -1230pm 
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ACTIVITIES 


SPORT 


CHOIRS 




Close to Buckingham, Woburn, Milton Keynes, Leighton Buzzard, Aylesbury 
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Preparation for top public schools 
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The SPIRE Trust 


form of supporting 
assemblies and RE and 
PSE lessons, in seminars 
and conferences, 
through visiting speakers 
from the worlds of 
science, the arts and 
sports, through visits 
and activities between 
lessons. The SPIRE 
Trust will provide not 
only a focus on faith 
but a way in which 
pupils can challenge, 
raise debate* encounter 
different views and 
build their own sense of 
self. 

There are currently four 
staff members, many 
active volunteers and 
many active pupils. 

Here are some of their 
comments: 

• ‘1 think you gave me 
some answers that I’ve 
been wondering about 
for a long time.’ 

• ‘Our class talked a lot 


about the lesson 
afterwards so thanks for 
giving us a great 
experience.’ 

• *You made all of 
Christianity more real, 
not just like a story-like 
image. 1 feel that 1 am 
starting to see the 
bigger picture.’ 

• ‘1 was surprised to 


find that being a 
Christian won’t stop you 
from doing things that 1 
think are fun.’ 

• ‘This has opened up 
our minds to the 
Christian way of life.’ 

• ‘It really meant 
something to me 
because it made me 
think about the world 
in a different way.’ 

• ‘You really did make a 
difference’ 


THE MARLBOROUGH SCHOOL 

(11-18 Comprehensive for boys and girls) 

Shipston Road, Woodstock, Oxon 0X20 1LP 
Tel: 01993 811431. Fax: 01993 813530 

OPEN EVENING AND 
MORNINGS FOR 
PROSPECTIVE PARENTS 

OPEN EVENING 

Thursday 3rd October - 7.30pm 

OPEN MORNINGS 

Tuesday 8th October 
Thursday 10th October 
9.00am - 12pm 
Please telephone for further details 




Boys and Girls 7-18 Years 


Open Morning Saturday 5th Octber 
9.30am - 12.00 Noon 


■ Maximum class size 16. ■ Outstanding pastoral care. 

■ Extended Day 8.30am-5.00pm ■ Extensive local school bus service. 

■ New teaching block for Spring 2003 

Cokethorpe School, Witney, Oxon 0X29 7PU 

01993 703921 


Cokethorpe Educational Trust exists to provide a first class 
education for every pupil. 

Registered Charity No. 309650 



THE ABBEY SCHOOL, READING 

OPEN MEETINGS 



SENIOR SCHOOL 

(Girls aged 10-18 years) 

Thursday 10 October 2002 6.00pm - 8.30pm 

at The Abbey School , Kendrick Road, Reading 


JUNIOR AND PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

(Girls aged 4-9 years) 

Saturday 19th October 2002 10.00am - 12 noon 

at The Abbey Junior School, Christchurch Road, Reading 


The Abbey School aims to provide a community for its students and staff in 
which learning flourishes and where a balanced education results in girls 
achieving the highest standards academically and personally. The education 
of pupils is based on Christian principles which encourages high standards 
of behaviour and consideration for other people. 

PARENTS AND PROSPECTIVE PUPILS MOST WELCOME. 
Enquiries and applications welcome for entrance in September 2003. 

Please telephone 0118 987 2256 for details 
or email: schooloffice@the abbey.co.uk 


The Abbey School is a registered charity and exists to educate academically able girls. 
Registered Charity No. 309115 
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The school's history and life today 


Established in 1546 to provide 
choristers for Henry Vlll’s 
foundation of Cathedral and College 
at Christ Church, the school was 
originally housed within the College 
itself. 

Cranford House 

...Where Tradition Meets 
Tomorrow 

An Independent GSA School for girls 3-16 
and boys 3-7 

Open Morning 

Saturday 12th October 2002 
9.30am - 12 noon 

The Headmistress will address prospective 
parents at 9 . 30 am, 10 . 30 am & 11 . 30 am 

• New senior teaching block opened 
September 2002 

• Purpose built nursery for 3-4 year olds 

• School Transport available in selected areas 

• Development of confidence, character 
and personality 

• All-round opportunities for every pupil 
For further details contact: 

Mrs Joan Gibson 
Headmistress 
Telephone: 01491 651218 
E.Mail: office@cranfordhouse.oxon.sch.uk 
Cranford House is situated on the A329 
between Streadey and Wallingford 
Registered Charity No: 280883 


In the 19th Century, Dean Liddell (whose 
daughter Alice is immortalised in Lewis 
Carroll’s books) arranged for the building 
of a new Choir School at No. 3 Brewer 
Street, where it has been ever since. The 
than Headmaster, Henry Sayers, moved 
into the Choir School in 1894 with his wife 
and baby daughter Dorothy, who became 
the renowned authoress. The school 
flourished, producing many pupils who 
went on to distinguish themselves in 
music, notably the composer Sir William 
Walton. As pupil numbers rose, parts of 
No. 1 Brewer Street were used to 
accommodate the wider curriculum and 
the addition of a Pre-prep Department and 
nursery. In 1994 the William Walton centre 
opened, providing a multi-purpose hall, a 
Music Department and seven modern 
classrooms, one of them a science 
Laboratory. The millennium has seen the 
installation of a suite of 20 networked 
computers, an expanded dining room and 
a new Humanities teaching area complete 
with reference library and audio-visual 
room; two outdoor recreation areas on the 
campus have also been developed. With 
the use of playing fields at Christ Church 
and swimming facilities in Oxford, the 
school is well-placed to provide a high 
quality education for all of it’s pupils. The 
active Parents' Association and Old Boys' 
Association ensure that all who are linked 
to this Christian school community are 
able to have a sense of belonging and to 
contribute to its continuing success. 



Christ Church Cathedral School 



VOICE TRIAL 

Saturday 12th October 2002 

CHORAL SCHOLARSHIP 

60% of boarding fees 

Boys’ Day Preparatory School, 2 V 2 to 13 
Full Boarding for the Choristers of 
Christ Church Cathedral 

We believe in quality and breadth of education, based 
around modern practices and Christian values, 
combined with traditions dating back to 1546. 

Housed in a combination of historic and modern 
buildings in the heart of Oxford, and with beautiful 
playing fields, we offer outstanding cultural 
opportunities. 

For further details please contact: 

The Registrar 

3 Brewer Street Oxford 0X1 1QW 
Tel: 01865 242561 Fax: 01865 202945 

e-mail: registrar@cccs.org.uk 
Please visit our website: www.cccs.org.uk 



ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL 
READING, BERKSHIRE 

An independent day school for girls aged 3 to 18. 


To find out more about life at St. Joseph’s, come along to our 

OPEN EVENING 

on Thursday 24 October 2002 
from 6.30 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. 

The Headmistress will give a short presentation to 
parents of prospective pupils at 8.30 p.m. in the Chapel 

i 

For further itformation and prospectus, please contact: 

St. Joseph’s Convent School, Upper Redlands Road, 
Reading, Berkshire RG1 SJT 

Tel. 01 18 966 1000 

St Joseph’s Convent School is a registered charity, which exists to provide education for girls. 


THORNTON - Convent of Jesus 8t Mary 

Thornton is a happy and thriving Independent day and Boarding 
School for girls aged from 2'h up to 16. 

The top GCSE non-selective school in Milton Keynes and 
Buckinghamshire, our academic successes are testament to our 
belief that a child achieves best when happy. 


OPEN DAY 

Wednesday 
16th October 
1930am - 3.30pm 



GCSE: 99% pass rate; 35% AVA; 80% 5+ A* - C 

Daily transport • Extended hours 8am - J3pm 
Termly, weekly and occasional boarding 
Extensive extra-curricular activities 
Impressive sports facilities 

All denominations warmly welcomed 

Telephone: 01280 812610 

for further information 

www.thorntoncolIege.com 



Just 5 miles from Buckingham and 11 miles from Milton Keynes 
off the A421 and A422. Registered Charity No. 247358 
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How do we balance a child’s 
need to learn with safety? 

The Diocese's training programmes for those working with children and young people are there to offer support, 
ideas and encouragement as well as advice on safety writes Jenny Hyson, the Diocesan Children's Adviser 


More about the courses 


Youth Work Essentials 


HOW do we balance keeping 
children safe with the need for 
them to learn and grow by 
taking risks? An infant would 
never learn to walk unless 
stood on his feet and allowed 
to fall over. But today with so 
much media attention on ter- 
rible events where children are 
abducted, abused or harmed 
in some way, how do we keep 
the balance? 

Often this tension is height- 
ened in that the fabric of our 
society needs to be based on 
trust. We want and encourage 
our children to trust , and yet 
the abuse of children often 
takes place by those in whom 
they have come to place that 
trust. 

The Church, as one of the 
largest organisations which 
works with children in a vol- 
untary capacity, is therefore 
confronted by these chal- 
lenges, and required to 
respond. Our Gospel is one of 
love and trust and at its heart 
is the commitment to care for 
the vulnerable and those in 
need. Sadly, however; as the 


media is all too quick to dis- 
close, the Church has not been 
exemplary in its behaviour, 



ALIVE 


and must alongside the rest of 
society pursue every possible 
avenue to ensure the safety of 
those in its care, especially 
children and young people. 

Better safe than sorry 

Over the last seven years the 
Oxford Diocese has come a 
long way in implementing 
policies and good practice in 
the recruitment and practice 
of those who work with chil- 
dren and young people. Now 
through the launch of the 
Criminal Records Bureau we 
can take that recruitment a 


step further, by being able to 
check all those who work 
with children and young peo- 
ple against police records. A 
new briefing pack Better Safe 
than Sorry Part 3 - Applying 
for disclosure from the 
Criminal Records Bureau has 
been sent into every parish in 
the Oxford Diocese to help 
with the implementing of this 
furthe important safeguard. 
But we started by talking 
about balance and good work 
with children and young peo- 
ple will not rest alone on 
recruitment. If we go back to 
the House of Bishops state- 
ment in 1999 we see that ‘All 
those working or seeking to 
work with children will be 
properly recruited, trained, 
supported and supervised’ 
(Policy on Child Protection : a 
policy document from the 
House of Bishops). 

With that in mind a new and 
exciting training programme 
called 123 ALIVE is to be 
launched in the autumn for all 
those working with children 0 
to 1 1 years. This goes along- 


side the current training pro- 
grarrime Youth Work 
Essentials for those working 



with young people.Volunteers 
are busy people so both pro- 
grammes recognise the need 
for flexible and accessible 
training. So both programmes 
begin with ‘taster sessions’. 

If you work with children or 
young people in the Church 
and you lack confidence, new 
ideas or feel your batteries are 
running low, then find out 
more about training in your 
area. See how you can help 
keep the balance when work- 
ing with children by being safe 
whilst still having fun. 


123 ALIVE will help 
children's workers to think 
about core issues such as 

• How to get to know and 
understand the children in 
your group. 

• How children learn. 

• How to plan a creative 
programme 

• How to keep your self and 
the children safe. 

Alongside this will be the 
opportunity to look at as 
rang of different topics from 
'Praying with Children' to 
running Holiday Clubs to 
Celebrating Festivals. 

The first three courses 
starting in October will be 
held at: 

All Saints, Wing 
Earley Trinity, Reading 
St Mary's Church Hall, 
Shippon. 


focuses on the practical ques- 
tions and concerns, it is a 
'lego set' of possibilities 
around seven core themes: 

• Understanding Christian 
youth work. 

• Understanding young people. 

• Management, including 
health and safety. 

• Programme planning. 

• Communication. 

• Personal development, 

• pastoral care. 

There are also the areas of 
worship and young people and 
young people as leaders. All 
sessions are led by experienced 
youth workers, both paid and 
voluntary 

For more information about 123 
ALIVE or Youth Work Essentials: 
Jenny Hyson Children's Adviser on 

01865 208255 

Andrew Gear on 01865 208253. Both 
.can be contacted at Diocesan Church 
House., North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 0NB. 


Come and join the first 123 Alive taster evenings 

Tuesday, 1 October All SaintsWing 
Monday 7 October Early Trinity, Reading 
Thursday 10 October St Mary's Church Hall, Shippon near Abingdon 

All the evenings start at 7.45pm for 8pm 

Booking forms and ,more details from Valerie Hooley on 01865 208257 



Av-h/Ws hoEtec.'t new 
loofah vvvty\ comfort 
gvaKan'f&e^. 


Feet just love Hotter 
shoes, for their soft 
leather uppers, extra 
toe room, soft, spongy 
shock-absorbing sole 
anatomical footbed that 
supports your arches 
cradle your heel. Every 
a spring in your step 
if it were made specially 
Which of course they were. 


and 


and 


puts 


pair 


feels 


as 


for 


you 


The new autumn collection has so many new 
styles and colours to give you comfortable 
shoe, boot and slipper options for all day, 
everyday of your busy lifestyle. 


Plus we offer extra wide fittings, 1 st class home delivery 
and an unconditional guarantee. 
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Call today FREEPHONE for 
your FREE colour brochure 


■e* 0800 468 837 *zr 

Quote Ref: GVM012 

!” POST TODAY FREEPOST FOR YOUR 
1 FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
I Please return to: Hotter, FREEPOST WN 5336, 

| Skelmersdale, Lancashire, WN8 8ZZ 

I Name (Mr.Mrs.Ms) 

I Address 


I 

REF : TD M012 | 





A traditional Maltese dish for Autumn 

by our cooker writer, Ann Way 

I AM very fortunate to live in a very friendly neighbour- 
hood. Every one seems willing to help each other in so may 
ways. Very few people have to put their pets in kennels or 
catteries when they go away on holiday, because there is 
always some kind person in the area who will take on the 
responsibility of caring for their friend’s pets be it cats, 
dogs, tortoises, rabbits, birds, even fish and one noisy talka- 
tive parrot. 

Recently I did my stint looking after one beautiful long 
haired ginger and white cat. This entails a bit of unpopular 
grooming which has to be rewarded by a special cat treat - of 
chicken or ham and also some tic. My reward for this pleas- 
ant task was a beautiful china Maltese dish with a traditional 
recipe on it. Really delicious and suitable for vegetarians too, 
so I thought our readers would like to try it for themselves. 



Ingredients 

4 green peppers 
1 cupful of bread crumbs 
8-10 olives 
lOOg anchovies 

1 tablespoon of chopped capers 

2 large tomatoes, peeled, deseeded and chopped 
2 tablespoons olive oil 

2 gloves of garlic 
2 onions (large) pepper and salt 
some fresh parsley chopped 

Method 

Remove the stalk, tops and seeds of the peppers. Fry the 
onions and garlic lightly, add the prepared tomatoes, capers, 
olives, parsley, and chopped anchovies. Mix in the bread 
crumbs, season with some pepper and salt. Be careful not to 
use too much salt as the anchovies are quite salty. Fill each 
pepper with as much of the mixture as it will hold. Then fry 
the peppers in the second tablespoon of oil turning them as 
they fry until done on all sides. Lower the heat to simmer and 
turn occasionally until the peppers look golden brown. These 
can be served hot or cold. I would have some nice crusty 
bread and butter or olive oil based spread and some green 
salad to go with them. 


Bishop’s Chorister 
awards 2002 



On Saturday 2 November, the 
Bishop of Oxford, at Evensong 
at the Cathedral, will present 
the Bishop’s award to the fol- 
lowing choristers: 

Junior Award 

Clare Alder, Charlotte 
Topham, Rachel Topham, 
Kate Howe (St James , 
Finchampsted); Matthew 
Perry (St John the Baptist , 
Cookham Dean); Rebecca 
Stone (All Saints, Sutton 
Courtenay; Michael Schuster 
(St Peter and St Paul, Great 
Missenden); Catherine 
Ambler, Georgina Metcalf, 
Helen Wilson, Benjamin 
Shaw (St Andrew's School 
Panghoume); Andrew 
Kingshott, Benjamin Baker 
(All Saints', High Wycombe); 
Luke Miller, Simon 
Durbridge, Adam Hickling 
(All Saints , Ascot); Matthew 
Saxton (St Giles, Oxford) ; 
Odette Haig (Christ Church, 
Reading); Geraint Evans (All 
Saints, Marlow). 

Senior Award 

Andrew Powell, Kathryn 
Topham (All Saints, 
Finchhampstead); Sarah 
Woodward (All Saints, 
Rotherfield Peppard ); Richard 
Lonsdale (St Peter's 
Caversham); Pat Napper (All 
Saints, Sutton Courtenay ); 
Victor Forsyth (All Saints, 
Wokingham); Rebecca 
Dudham, Louise Rapple 
(Christ Church, Reading ). 







Commissioned to heal the sick 


The Extra Mile (Book Guild 
UK) is a sensitive and inter- 
esting account of Noel 
Wynyard’s life written by 
Tessa Kuin Lawton who is a 
graduate in theology, a 
teacher and currently 
researching a doctorate in 
religious pluralism. The 
author is Noel Wynyard’s 
granddaughter, which gives 
invaluable and personal 
insight into Noel’s life. She 
lives in Bampton, 
Oxfordshire. 

Noel Wynyard ( pictured 
right) lived in the Far East 
before and during World 
War Two. She married and 
had a daughter. Her husband 
was killed and she returned 
to Britain, and a career as a 
journalist and magazine edi- 
tor, with many political 
friends. This time in London 
led her to seek a reality in 
faith, and through the spiri- 
tual direction of some priests 



and nuns she became aware 
that she was called to a con- 
templative life and moved to 
Chideock, Dorset near her 
parents with her daughter. 
These years are faithfully 
recorded in the book. 

It was the move to the 
Healing Ministry which fas- 
cinated me. It came as a 


result of an experience in 
prayer with a young mother 
while on a Village Evangelist 
Mission. Around 1955 
Bishop William Anderson of 
Salisbury recognised her gift- 
ing and arranged for her 
instruction by Arthur 
Hopkinson. It was a three- 
year training which she 
underwent with fervour. 
Bishop Anderson had a 
vision that ‘healing would be 
a normal part of the 
Church’s work and not a 
mere extra’. He was ahead of 
his time, being determined 
that as he gave authority to 
the laity (such as Noel) they 
should be as well trained as 
any member of the clergy. 
Noel was commissioned by 
him to heal the sick in his 
diocese. 

I have been intrigued by 
this account of a God given 
life which so reflects the aims 
of the ‘Time to Heal’ report. 


It is a timely reminder that 
God chooses and God 
enables. From 1955 Noel's 
ministry was virtually full 
time, she never advertised, 
was never paid and never 
became a ‘famous healer’. 
While maintaining an indi- 
vidual ministry she consis- 
tently worked with the 
parish priest under the aus- 
pices of the Church of 
England. There are passages 
about dowsing and other 
methodologies, which may 
raise questions for some, as 
they do in me; but the whole 
picture is of a thinking, prac- 
tical, determined woman 
who gave her life to God, 
and was blessed by the Holy 
Spirit to sustain that calling 
for 40 odd years. 

Hugh Kent 

The Revd Hugh Kent is the 

Diocesan Adviser in Christian Healing 
and Area Dean of Buckingham. 



Is God 'an absolute despot 7 ? 


GOD OUTSIDE THE BOX, 

the Bishop of Oxford's latest 
book was launched at the 
SPCK bookshop on 
Marylebone Road, London on 
9 September with a discussion 
between the Bishop of Oxford 
and Louis de Bernieres (both 
pictured left) about their atti- 
tudes to Christianity. 

The starting point of the 
conversation was a letter that 
Louis de Bernieres, author of 
Captain Corelli's Mandolin 
wrote to Richard Harries in 
which he said: 'I am longing 
for the day when Bishops 
resign en masse as a protest 
against the feckless master 
they have served so long, with 
so much misplaced trust. 
Humans, at least, are capable 
of nobility and altruism, and 


this makes us morally superior 
to God, who would appear to 
be like an Ottoman sultan. He 
is an absolute despot who is 
out of control of his empire, 
surrounded by sycophants, 
answerable to no one. . / 
Together the Bishop and 
Louis de Bernieres talked 
about the disgust many people 
today feel towards a seeming- 
ly unjust God and an arrogant 
Church. These themes are 
explored in depth in God 
Outside the Box whose subti- 
tle is 'Why spiritual people 
object to Christianity 7 . The 
book was was published by 
SPCK on 28 August, 2002 
priced £11.99. 

God outside the Box will be 
reviewed m the November DOOR. 


Supporting Christians at work 


Supporting Christians at Work - 
90 minutes that could transform 
your ministry and your people's 
by Mark Greene, Executive 
Director of the London Institute of 
Contemporary Christianity, 
explores why the workplace 
matters, and how flawed theol- 
ogy lead to the workplace being 
lost. This useful booklet sug- 
gests four keys to supporting 
workers and suggests 50 ways 
to do so. Finally it lists some 
resources and provides three 
questionnaires to start people 
thinking . 

For a long time people have 
remarked how little work and 
work related issues figure in ser- 
mons and corporate prayer. By 
providing an insight into its 
importance and by providing 
practical approaches, Mark 
Greene increases our ability to 
change this imbalance. He also 
offers frameworks to help 
working Christians to make 


their own connections and take 
the resources of faith into their 
working lives. Often it is easier to 
‘discount God from the econom- 
ic process’ than it is to make and 
to live the links, so people need 
to be given the tools. 

Much will be familiar to those 
with an on going concern for 
this area of mission and Greene 
acknowledges the contribution 
of many people. However; by 
drawing it all together; he pro- 
vides a truly useful resource, 
usable by church leaders as well 
as those in employment. Some 
will use the material, others 
will use those elements that 
address their pastoral or mis- 
sion agenda. Barbara Hayes 

This is a shortened version of a review which 
appeared in OXIM, the newsletter of the 
Oxford Industrial Chaplaincy of which 
Barbara Hayes is Director. Supporting 
Christians at Work costs £5 plus p and p 
and is available from Administry at 
mail@administry.co.uk 


The Unconventional CD ROM - Don’t miss it! 

The CD ROM complements The September Door and the convention website. 

It provides a permanent record of the event and contains text, recordings and 
video as well as over a hundred pictures from the convention. 

The CD features the keynote addresses by 
Tony Campolo, Karl Moore, Frances Young 
and George Carey as well as highlights from 
seminars, concerts and workshops. The win- 
ning 'Gods Not Dead' video and the entire 
final Eucharist are also included! The CD 
ROM is only £3 (£5.00 overseas). Order 
online at www.oxford.anqlican.org 
or use this form. Tv- 
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Number of CDs required: 
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Please make cheques payable to ' Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd' 
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For more information or to order by phone contact (01865 208293) 




Talk to us about becoming 
a church agent . . . simply 
sell our paper 
and retain a 
percentage of 
the cover price 
of every 
copy sold. 


Contact Sarah Doyle 
or Allison Ward: 

Church Times, 
33 Upper Street, London N1 0PN 

^ ^ sdoyle@churchtimes.co.uk 


FIRST DAY COVERS and 
PRESEHTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

[ 01234)325531 


SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

Including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 

Freight Services 
International Ltd. 

Telephone: 01332 347478 

(24 hr answerphone) 

or email us at 

fsiltd@aol.com 


National 

*lriit Specialists 


Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 8ft and (many on M27 4ft) 
Ballerina Trees, Patio Trees, 
Upright Cordons, Family Trees of 
Cherry, Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach 
and so much more! 

10% discount off all orders 
placed before end of October 
FREE SPECIALIST CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 

DEACONS NURSERY (CP) 


Godshill. Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24 hrs) 

Jel. 01983 522243 Fax. 01983 523575 

( Email: deacons. nursery® 
btopenworld 
com - 



HENGRAVE HALL 

Programme of Events 2002 



21-25 October 

Faith, Hope and Charity - 
these three 

A retreat for those in ministry, 
led by Canon John Armson 
31 October 

Quiet Day: Life Together 

The Hengrave Community 


1 - 3 November 

Exploring Doubt 

Margaret and John Bowker 

6 - 8 December 
Advent Retreat 

The Rt. Revd Tim Stevens, 
Bishop of Leicester 


12 December 
An Evening of Carols 

St Edmundsbury Cathedral Ladies' Choir - 
Conductor Michael Bawtree 


" Hengrave Hall stands in some 44 acres with a 
lake, varied gardens and parkland. This unique 
Tudor house is renowned for its Oriel above the 
Gate House and the 16th c. stained glass window 
in the Oratory. It was built between 1525 and 
1538 for a wealthy wool merchant and former 
Sheriff of London, Sir Thomas Kytson. 

" Elizabeth I was entertained here for three days in 
1578 as part of her Suffolk Progress. 

" The Church in Hengrave' s grounds is dedicated 
to St. John Lateran. It pre-dates the Hall and is 
noted for several of its monuments. Now known 


as the Church of Reconciliation, it reflects the 
present ecumenical vision of Hengrave Hall as a 
Christian Conference and Retreat Centre and 
home of the Hengrave Community of 
Reconciliation. 

" Hengrave Hall offers a variety of conference 
rooms for day or residential guests, together with 
dining facilities and excellent home-cooked food. 
The Hall has 34 bedrooms accommodating a 
maximum of 78 persons; there is a separate 
Youth Centre offering day and residential 
facilities. " 


Hengrave Hall, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP28 6LZ 
Tel: 01284 701561 Fax: 01284 702950 

E-mail: programme@hengravehallcentre.org.uk Website: www.hengravehallcentre.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 1089391 . . 
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Singing in the rain 

The choir of St James’ Galeshewe in Kimberley and 
Kuruman brought a touch of African sun not only to the 
recent Diocesan Convention but also to their link parish of 
Marlow. Mieke Gaynor writes: 


Eight hundred years on.. 

This year St Peter's Church, Burnham has completed eight centuries of serving the community. It has been a year full of 
celebrations but also a time for taking stock and for rededication. Cliff Blundell writes: 


AFTER nearly two years of 
preparation the choir of St 
James’ Church arrived at 
Heathrow early in the morn- 
ing of Thursday 4 July. The 
long awaited two- week stay 
had begun. 


to 500 children of our church 
schools. There was much 
audience participation, which 
was entered into with enor- 
mous enthusiasm. It was an 
afternoon which will be 
remembered for a long time. 



The choir sang wherever they went including on a wet visit to Windsor! 


We had expected a very tired 
group after the long journey 
from South Africa. What a 
surprise we had when we 
boarded the coach for Marlow 
and the choir started singing a 
welcome! We had not realized 
that wherever they go, what- 
ever they do, they are sure to 
burst into wonderful song. 

During the two weeks they 
gave lunchtime concerts in 
both St Paul’s Cathedral and 
at Christ Church Cathedral in 
Oxford. The visit had been 
arranged to coincide with the 
Oxford Diocesan Convention 
at Wycombe Abbey and they 
gave a recital in the Abbey 
Chapel and contributed to the 
ending of the final Eucharist. 

The concert in All Saints’ in 
Marlow was almost a sell out 
and a great success. The first 
half of the programme consist- 
ed of sacred music with the 
second half being more tradi- 
tional and involving the ladies 
changing form choir robes to 
their traditional tribal dress. 

One of the memorable out- 
ings of the choir was the visit 


As well as singing engage- 
ments there were many hin 
activities including a trip to the 
seaside. Galeshewe is a very 
long way from the sea and few 
of the choir had seen it before, 
so a visit to Worthing on a 
beautiful, sunny day was very 
special. 

There have been a large num- 
ber of people from all four 
churches in the Marlow Team 
involved in planning, hosting, 
preparing meals, giving trans- 
port and helping in many dif- 
ferent ways. The great thing 
that was shared by all was the 
sense of happiness and fun. It 
has brought us together, forged 
lasting friendships, introduced 
us to the joy of beautiful 
African singing and rhythm 
and in all this an overwhelm- 
ing sense of the presence of 
God. The choir brought enthu- 
siasm and fun into our wor- 
ship and returned home with 
our love and prayers. 

This is the last of Mieke's reports for the 
moment. She is off to St John's 
Nottingham to prepare for ordination. We 
are most grateful to her and wish her well. 
There will be more about K & K! 


EIGHT hundred jars of preserves 
will have been made, 800 blanket 
squares will have been knitted or 
crocheted, the Girls’ Brigade 
members will have skipped 800 
times each, 800 pints of beer will 
have been drunk, 800 Smarties 
will have been eaten and more 
friends invited to our fellowship 
lunches. All this to celebrate the 
800 year anniversay of St Peter’s 
Church in Burham. 

There was, probably, a church in 
Burnham in 500, but our earliest 
recorded date is 1202, when 
Geoffrey de Burgo became the first 
named Rector of Burnham. Our 
year of celebrations, to mark 
Geoffrey’s 800th anniversary, 
started on 1 January. 

Serving as a team 
St Peter’s Burnham is one of four 
parishes in the Burnham Team 
Ministry. It is served by the Revd 
Olivia Graham as Team Vicar and 
the Revd Mervyn Eden (NSM). 
Sunday services include a tradi- 
tional said Communion at 8am, 
and a sung Parish Communion at 
10 am. A monthly, informal, all- 
age Eucharist has recently 
replaced the Breakfast Service. 
Food and drink will, however; still 
figure largely in our ministry with 
breakfasts and lunches still served 
several times a month. 

Cornerstone, an extension built 
15 years ago in the comer of the 
church building, provides a home 
for many activities such as Young 
Church, Girls’ Brigade, Cyphers 
(teenagers) and Pathfinders (pre- 
teens), handbell ringers, Mothers’ 
Union and magazine collators for 
several parishes in the area. Two 
Mother and Toddler groups, an art 
class and Friendly Bombs, a drama 
group for people with learning dif- 
ficulties, also meet weekly. 

St Peter’s Week this anniversary 
year showed how fully St. Peter’s 
is involved in the local community. 
From the fete in Church Street and 
the churchyard on 22 June to the 
festival services on 30 June, all 
tastes and interests were catered 


for. Not only did the whole village 
join in the fun of the fete, but all 
nine local schools brought parents 
and other supporters to join in 
two performances of a pageant 
telling the history of England dur- 
ing the eight centuries being cele- 
brated. The audiences of two or 
three hundred people then came 
into the church to hear Andrew 
Atkins conduct his Gloria, a capti- 
vating blend of ancient and mod- 
em musical forms celebrating the 
liturgy. 

After the evening performance, 
members of the Burnham Floral 
Art Society cleared the church for 
flower arranging the next morning. 
The arrangements were of a very 
high standard and the Burnham 
Handbell Society certainly enjoyed 
being surrounded by flowers when 
playing music from each of our 
eight centuries. 

At St. Peter’s, our 800th celebra- 
tions continue to the end of 2002 
with a series of autumn concerts in 
October, two performances of 
‘The Singing Dancing Carpenter’, 
a musical based on the life of Jesus, 
in November and on 1 December, 
a ‘from scratch’ performance of 
The Messiah. 

Year of rededication 
However this important year 
has been as much about reded- 
ication as about celebration. 
With Olivia’s encouragement and 
guidance and the support of the 
PCC and members of the congre- 
gation, our 800th anniversary is 
spurring us on to take further 
steps towards both re-ordering the 
church building to make it more 
appropriate for modem worship 
and fuller community use. We are 
also committed to strengthening 
our prayer lives so that all that we 
think and say and do will be to the 
glory of our heavenly Father. 
Please join us as we travel into our 
next 800 years. 

There are details about St Peters events 
in the DOORPost or contact 
Cornerstone on 01628 664338 or 
carol@cornerstoneof(jce,freeserve.a)Mk 
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Photographs top to bottom: Priory School musicians provided a fanfare for a re- 
enactment of the signing of Magna Carta; Merrie England dancers against a 
21st century backdrop; Flower Festival displays included ‘Remembering 
those from two world wars’ (right) ‘Reaching up to heaven’. 


Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 





STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 

ri ia r^l. ^ Malthou.se Lane, Reading RG1 7,1 A 
i t&SHm Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL H FAX: (01865) 722022 
Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


CONSIDER THE PERFECT BUSINESS 

3 Excel-Vartec.... the twin phenomenon of the U.S.A. 

telecommunications industry. 

O 14 years proven experience 
O Launched in U.K. on 22nd April 2002.... a round floor 
opp ortunity, success inevitable. 

O No experience needed & disability not necessarily a bar. 
O Round-the-clock support. 

3 No products to buy or sell. 

3 No deliveries to make. 

3 No money to collect. 

3 No employer or employees. 

3 Outstanding pay plan. 

> Immediate & Residual income. 

3 Hours to suit you. 

For details of local business presentation or informal chat 
ring Bruce on: 

01722 742075 or Oil 89 289158 


Belief, or Bigotry? 

Jesus said, ' They will put you 
out of the synagogues . Indeed , 
an hour is coming when those 
who kill you will think that by 
doing so, they are offering 
worship to God' John 16:2 
Later this month, on 16 
October, the Calendar invites 
us to remember Nicholas 
Ridley and Hugh Latimer, 
’bishops, martyrs'. Those of us 
who live or work in and 
around Oxford are constantly 
reminded of them by the mas- 
sive Martyrs Memorial in St 
Giles. They were burnt in 1554 
for their adherence to the 
beliefs of the Reformation, the 
pyre actually being stoked on 
the Broad - the spot now 
marked by a cross inset into 
the road surface. These words 
from John's 'upper room' dis- 
course remind us that the bor- 
derline between deep convic- 
tion and culpable bigotry is a 
narrow one. It was in danger 
of disappearing altogether in 
the first couple of centuries of 
the Christian Church, as the 
split from Judaism became 
ever more vitriolic (on both 
sides, it has to be said). These 



by David Winter 


THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 


words probably allude to that 
dispute, which left seeds of 
mistrust and misunderstanding 
which grew into malignant 
plants in the middle ages and 
indeed in some ways into mod- 
ern times. The Reformation 
and counter-Reformation peri- 
od also saw the same flowering 
of hatred and physical persecu- 
tion, allegedly 'in the name of 
God'. The problem for many 
of us, perhaps, lies at the other 
extreme. We are so afraid of 
bigotry that we struggle to 

Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of 
Evangelism, a broadcaster and 
author of many books. 


hold our own Christian con- 
victions. Yet the difference 
between the two things is fun- 
damental. Jesus often spoke of 
the 'kingdom' response to per- 
secution - to 'rejoice' at it, to 
be 'glad' (Matthew 5:12). 
Sadly, the most normal reac- 
tion is to fight back, to wreak 
on others the pain and distress 
they have caused to us. Yet 
Jesus was also clear that his 
disciples, 'carrying the cross', 
should not be ashamed of their 
strongly held beliefs (Mark 
8:34-38). Latimer and Ridley, 
and the gentle Cranmer, who 
suffered the same fate in 
Oxford two years later, were 
not themselves, of course, vio- 
lent bigots, any more than the 
Catholic martyrs who were to 
die in the same period of histo- 
ry. They believed, passionately, 
firmly, and were - if it came to 
it - prepared to die for those 
beliefs. In that sense they 
rebuke our weak faith and fal- 
tering convictions. The bigotry 
- then and now - lies in a fail- 
ure to respect beliefs we do not 
share and to confront them not 
with reason but with irrational 
fear or even hatred. 
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